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Abstract

Under the background of rural revitalization, Software Engineering Institute of Guangzhou actively
responded to the call for high-quality development of basic education in the eastern part of Guang-
dong Province, formed the “Silk Cotton Volunteer Teaching Team”, and moved into Chao’an District,
Chaozhou City in September 2023 to carry out a four-month precise volunteer teaching practice.
The research found that there are problems in English teaching in local rural primary schools, such
as lagging models, shortage of equipment resources and low students’ interest in learning. In re-
sponse to these issues, the volunteer teaching team has explored a three-dimensional practical path
of “professional empowerment + cultural immersion + long-term support”. Among them, the prac-
tice of integrating intangible cultural heritages such as the Yingge Dance into English classes has
effectively enhanced students’ cultural identity, learning motivation and classroom participation,
highlighted the unique educational function of local culture in education, and also reflected the
practical value of the theory of cultural empowerment. This approach, through the collaborative
efforts of multiple dimensions such as cultural integration, teaching organization and technical sup-
port, provides innovative ideas for the high-quality development of rural education. The practice of
the Silk Cotton Volunteer Teaching Team shows that this model not only optimizes teaching meth-
ods and improves teaching quality, but also achieves a deep integration of talent cultivation in col-
leges and universities and social services. It provides a replicable and scalable practical model and
theoretical support for the reform of English education in weak areas of basic education, and con-
tributes to the development of education in the new era.
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Table 2. Comparison between Class A (traditional teaching model) and Class B (innovative teaching approach)
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Figure 1. Logic diagram of innovative pathways for rural English education
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