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Abstract

With the increasing severity of ecological and environmental issues, traditional homogeneous com-
pensation mechanisms have struggled to comprehensively address the damages caused by environ-
mental pollution and ecological destruction, with their effectiveness gradually diminishing. Against
this backdrop, punitive damages, as a stricter form of legal liability, have been introduced into the
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field of ecological and environmental torts. This aims to enhance the deterrence of infringing acts,
thereby preventing and reducing environmental pollution and ecological harm. Employing litera-
ture review and case analysis methods, this paper conducts a comprehensive examination and de-
tailed analysis of the punitive damages mechanism in ecological and environmental torts, grounded
in existing judicial interpretations as legal foundations and supported by practical cases. The article
first outlines the basic theory of the punitive damages system, then explores its current application
status, existing challenges, and unresolved issues in China’s ecological and environmental tort do-
main. Finally, drawing on extraterritorial experiences, it proposes recommendations to refine
China’s punitive damages system for ecological and environmental torts, offering actionable in-
sights for judicial practice.
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