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Abstract

Early childhood sexual education has increasingly become a new guide for promoting children’s
healthy development. This article uses a sample of 408 articles related to early childhood sexual
education published in the CNKI (China National Knowledge Infrastructure) database from 1994 to
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2024, and applies CiteSpace v.6.3.R1 to visually analyze the research hotspots and trends in early
childhood sexual education in China over the past three decades. The research findings show that
the main research hotspots focus on the content and methods of early childhood sexual education,
as well as the main implementers of this education. The research frontier includes rural popula-
tions, regression analysis, and children. In the future, Chinese researchers should place more em-
phasis on expanding the content system of early childhood sexual education, innovating its meth-
odological framework, and deeply embedding it in practical educational contexts, so as to steadily
promote the integration and systematization of early childhood sexual education research in China.
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Figure 1. Annual publication volume of research on early childhood sex education in China
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Figure 2. Collaborative network of early childhood sex education research institutions in China
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Figure 3. Keyword co-occurrence map for early childhood sex education research in China
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Table 2. Key words of hot topics in early childhood sex education research in China
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Figure 4. Keyword co-occurrence map for early childhood sex education research in China
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Figure 5. Keyword time zone map for early childhood sex education research in China
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Figure 6. Keyword burst terms map for early childhood sex education research in China
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