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Abstract

Social enterprises face dual challenges of legitimacy acquisition and strategic evolution under the
nested tension of multiple institutional logics. This article is based on the theory of institutional
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logic and combines the perspectives of institutional entrepreneurship and dynamic capabilities.
Through a multi-stage longitudinal case study of the evaluation of Hangzhou DaddyLab, it reveals
the dynamic laws of the legitimacy construction and strategy evolution of social enterprises under
mixed logic. Research has found that firstly, social enterprises need to reconstruct their legitimacy
narrative and form alliances with stakeholders to resolve the triple logical conflict of “public wel-
fare market policy”; Secondly, its strategic evolution presents a hierarchical transition feature of
“moral legitimacy — practical legitimacy — cognitive legitimacy — political legitimacy”, with the
core driving force being the dynamic adaptation of resource capabilities and institutional environ-
ment; Thirdly, the steady state of mixed logic relies on ecological strategies and adaptability to in-
stitutional complexity. The research conclusion provides practical inspiration for social enterprise
governance under institutional complexity, emphasizing the key roles of buffer mechanism design,
transparency of legitimacy narrative, and policy advocacy ability.
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Table 1. Comparison of logical perspectives of social enterprises
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Figure 1. Three stage dynamic model of social enterprise strategy evolution
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