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Abstract
As the trend of an ageing population continues to accelerate, long-term care insurance has become
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an important policy tool for China to address the challenges of an ageing society. This paper, based
on policy network theory, conducts an in-depth analysis from a multi-stakeholder perspective of
the significant disparities in coverage levels, the urgent need to improve the funding mechanism,
and the necessity to adjust the list of care services in China’s long-term care insurance system. It
explores the underlying causes from three dimensions: the policy background, the service supply
side, and the service demand side. It also proposes targeted strategies: on the policy background
side, it is necessary to clarify social responsibilities, optimise funding allocation mechanisms, and
improve differentiated contribution and subsidy mechanisms; on the service supply side, it is nec-
essary to strengthen the development of home care teams, dynamically adjust service benefits, and
encourage the development of diverse service institutions; on the service demand side, it is neces-
sary to improve assessment and feedback mechanisms, adopt intelligent regulatory measures, and
encourage the public to actively participate in insurance. This paper aims to improve institutional
design, enhance positive interaction among all stakeholders in the policy network, promote the
high-quality development of long-term care insurance, advance the perfection of the social security
system, further meet the living security needs of the public, and achieve harmonious development
across society.
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Table 1. Types and scope of long-term care insurance coverage in pilot regions
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Table 2. Payment status of the first batch of 15 pilot cities for long-term care insurance funds
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Table 3. Long-term care insurance contribution rates and funding channels in Guangzhou and Chengde
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Figure 1. Long-term care insurance policy network diagram
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