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Abstract

As the carrier of ideology and culture, English textbook illustrations broaden the learning channels
and teaching media, and subtly influence the construction of students’ self-cognition and gender
values. Based on the theoretical perspective of visual design grammar, this problem analyzes the
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visual images in junior high school English textbooks from the three dimensions of representation
function, interaction function, and composition function, and explores the gender representation of
illustrations in junior high school English textbooks, so as to improve teachers’ and students’ un-
derstanding of the hidden ideology and gender identity in the textbooks. Some suggestions and ref-
erences are provided for English teachers to use textbook images for teaching and for textbook writ-
ers to choose appropriate images.
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Figure 1. Temporal distribution map of the number of published papers on textbook illustration research (1994~2024)
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Table 1. Research on key words in textbook illustrations: co-occurrence frequency, centrality and years (Part)
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Figure 2. Research on the co-occurrence knowledge graph of high-frequency keywords in textbook
illustrations
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Figure 3. Research on high-frequency keyword co-occurrence knowledge graph in visual grammar
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Table 2. The quantity and distribution of images in the junior high school English textbooks
published by the People’s Education Press
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Table 3. Kress & Van Leeuwen visual image analysis framework
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Table 5. The social roles and social activities participated in by different genders in the textbook images
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Figure 4. Female figures in sports images
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Table 6. The distribution of various categories of textbook images under the interactive function
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