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Abstract

Enhancing corporate ESG performance has become an important tool to implement the responsibil-
ity of energy saving and carbon reduction, but how local government behavior affects ESG perfor-
mance remains to be clarified. This paper empirically examines the impact of economic growth tar-
gets of prefecture-level cities on corporate ESG performance using a sample of A-share listed com-
panies in Shanghai and Shenzhen from 2009 to 2020. The study finds that economic growth targets
significantly enhance corporate ESG performance, which is tested by the instrumental variables
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method and multiple robustness tests; three mechanisms reveal the internal paths: incentivizing
green innovation, promoting smart manufacturing transformation, and strengthening public envi-
ronmental concern; and heterogeneity analysis shows that the effect is more significant for state-
owned enterprises and eastern enterprises. This study provides micro-mechanisms and policy
paths for solving the contradiction between economic growth and sustainable development.
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1. 518

LU Hbm b g, BT S REUR 51 L GHE R EE TR HATHh I ® RSEE T,
“GDP Mk " Fabn Al A O T, ST (K BEIZ AR 2], 5 R G T ROE B A R K H
FFEN IR RRE . ¥ RFE BB 5507 sUE RN R3], A MAEHTT B RSB H .
JTEUR X AT N BBIHE TR AT, AW ST SR B AR R [4]. W2 AR M BLZEER[5] Ll K
IS BRI [6]155 2 R e, IR b a5 SR A (A [ 7] XSk, oP RIBORF SRR 2 “ G o et A 35
TRAPFIZ G AL R E” “HEAII I B = B R E RS R R o AHOCBURM STt 5
W BRI BAT AL T, BIRS 5ARRHE, RAERR. SNRMXMKEhAKR" . ZEH
BUF A misE S TR AR MEFHE RN 2 BT, amEELFHE K HR Sk ESG &
PLIE] RIAEA T IS

Big L, QUK HARK bk ESG RILATREAFAEXL AN . — 5T, AFFH H bR srs B Ak 32
THESG &I, H, LUK HARAB TS OITRRE, JFREE TR E L5t I O34 24
AEAR Bt RERR[8], Bh AR T ESG /I HIK, AFFHIK H i B T mh X 4k e B A 4,
T RCRAT IR [ RN R 2R A FR A C[9], SEBWT RREER e . R Tk, NITMELBE A RILE, b fFsE
LFHETT ESG RILLUAE 1T M RE. 55— J7H, L5 AR AR Tkt ESG K.
B, NEMATHE K AR, MOTBURY TR SEOL S 250, VRIE [ R SR X R A T 2
AWTH10], BURE SR Bk K RRHIE AT BE M 99 17 KR SR 2 s , eI A8 Al BARFREE LR, e
T Qe HEIR[6], BETMTXTI ESG 1370 77— I EEMT . FIR, AL X &GI8 K H bR, s BUGTRES
TP E A, G Bl BEIT R SE FEI[11], & L4l ESG 397 .

EAKRTE, QTR H AR Ak ESG RILMISZAFAE BRI B AEH A, —F RS R A
TABHAE IR AE VI, ASCIAERT I 1 T R T 25 B Fnoxk 4l ESG ZRILAI M LA LA -

2. I

it b, @K HREA RGO B RERE . INEE A NI I, B K
VAR T ESG I AT fE .

B, EGEOCH . CAR KIS O EERE R s JeHE i, 84 BT R 4k
e, Fimgmill ESG KIL[12]. HAEMKLETTEITH, ZHl T RELREN S, Ml AEEsh
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ZaRERE 1, X RN IR T ESG KB, (H4H7 BUR & e &G KBRS, — 77, M7
I AT B 2 BN R A B BRSO AN B & SCRF AR B 7 5 R, BRI AR T B B SR e BE KT LA
RS H—J7H, /£ “@FRR” 5 BT MAEET, HI7BUN AT BES IR REIA
W51 315, MBS gRr R B, MMt X g SR A F=K[8] [9], Ak ataalFiie ftH F
W5, BTt ESG RI.

HWR, fERRERIE T TH » M7 BUR N LI “A& s MAPFIEK B iR, AMUS RIGESIRE, Al
AP AHEAT B BEFlIE SR LT S5 3CRE, R —RIBEETE, 51 marHHRA . AKX
SP[13], HETHESD AR Refilid kg . g, B ReHIE K R R IR B S R, B4
kS HESE IR P B SR . RTHE BRI R, S a w240, BT ESG #I[14].

B, TEMBIOGE T . M7 BUN B8 5K H bRt (e i th 5 5 ke, dhimde m A AR IR E
o AR IR I SR 7] B 23 5 O Al 58 A 2R ia], SRR b i rT RS R R R, T
HEIF A SR a3, s ISR, 3Ttk ESG RIL[15]. Ak, S5 R K B B
RIBKFHIE S, ADQFRBEAEDIRGLE B 77 i@, S seRouE S E8cE A g, X4
BB A OST IAEE ) 1 2 VE[16], I nTAg kit — DRk ill ESG R JE.

3. WA
3.1 HXERERLE

AICLL 2009~2020 4 Hp YR A B LT A R BRI TOREA, PR BR AT I R AR B, I
Br ST Sk keA, CREIER Eridol: 5=, WERESMATI A, =, XHRELMREIT LT 1%
(fr4e RALEE . 223K H AR ARIE T 28« W BUR T s B TR, Aol ESG R IHE
KIET Wind Bl B, il Rt X T 042 ) 22 2 A 3 20K B 1B 28 2 5ol (CSMAR) .

3.1.1. 1tk ESG REL

Ak AR ESG VFRANE N RS B R TT 70 dr, JF 2 I ERkBES (2022) [17]098E 7T, H4lk ESG
PFZE 4% C. CC. CCC. B. BB. BBB. A. AA. AAA JLMEEZ 5 BITRAE N 1~9, HfE i KA E Ak ESG
FIEREF[18] .

3.1.2. &FiaK IR

Al F A R b E T2 I BU TAERSS, SR AT K AR, T RUIX
) 7 R B K H AR, A5 S0 % ATk B45(2019) [19]HR X [A] M 1 A i% 2% 17 24 4E 1 2 3 i K H
Bre JEEESTUE MM, SCEEGF BRI H AR T A EE

3.1.3. FHIEZE

ANV R TR AR B A AL size, VBB FEEUSEOR ST R SRR AR roa; B
% lev; FL5E Q {H tobinQ; M4 lage, AVAEREIN 1 BUW Hok g ki soe, [EATRE N 1,
FEE AR A 0; WIS — dual, REFFKGHLHIEHN, —FHHERE N1, SN0, EFS
NH board. 3T 2 %A B4y B HiXAE P2 RE gdp, X AR PR S EBORBOR BT s 5 BURF I L
S fiscal,  Hu5 BRI EC 5 gdp IR R #r &  HhIX L2 urban.

3.2. SEIERE
NS IR 2 G H AR ol ESG RILMIFAI, A ST AN OLS #iAY:
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esg;, = o + Blgdptarget; +y, X, +72X]{t + A4+t & 1)

o, i feARAME, jONTE, tONE . Ho, BERARE NI ESG K Hi(esq); RSB VR T
JE T 2855 891K H bR (lgdptarget)s Xie A1 X, 23 il g oIl J2 TR T 2 LR35 J2 T ) — R A% ) A8 Bk L A
ARSCIBFE] T Al [ 72 RS RNy [ 58 RN, A OV & Igdptarget 1 R AL B ONA SCHE SRR I 4,
7 >0 WRESL B K HFRGESR Tk ESG R I, [z W28 55k ESG R H.
4, SCiESTHT
4.1. HiRMST

FEBENRES MR 1 P, Ho, esg i KMEN 8, f/MEN 1, trEZENR 1.10, WML
Z [A][) ESG RINAKH R ZR . Igdptarget (15 /ME N 0, B KAE N 3.258, FI i & GE K Hbr 7
HE—EEN. SEHEENRES T SESHEEREN, X588 7.

Table 1. Descriptive statistics analysis

= 1 fEdRtgt o

ALK BIRIILEY Bt FriE i 4 B/t SN
esg 19,502 4.10 1.10 4.000 1.000 8.000
lgdptarget 19,502 2.19 0.24 2.140 0.000 3.258
size 19,502 22.08 1.27 21.914 19.692 25.844
roa 19,502 0.04 0.06 0.038 -0.262 0.200

lev 19,502 0.43 0.21 0.417 0.051 0.941
tobinQ 19,502 2.07 1.33 1.635 0.873 8.779
lage 19,502 2.04 0.90 2.197 0.000 3.258
soe 19,502 0.38 0.49 0.000 0.000 1.000
dual 19,502 0.27 0.44 0.000 0.000 1.000
board 19,502 10.08 2.63 9.000 4.000 26.000
gdp 19,502 17.74 0.98 17.821 15.357 19.438
fiscal 19,502 0.14 0.05 0.130 0.071 0.343
urban 19,502 0.71 0.17 0.712 0.324 1.000

4.2. EAEEYT

NIRFEITT BN 25 K A bm x4k ESG RN, AR BB (1) REAT M0, S5 2Rk 2
Jizse e, BRI IE RIS R AR S FEH| b 2 Az &, 41(3)F il /= i AL & itk
Tttt 8RBT K HARi sERe g (et il ie I ESG R I .
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Table 2. Baseline regression

2. EEEA
VARIABLES @ @ ®
esg esg €sg
Igdptarget 0.162™ 0.203™" 0.201™"
(0.063) (0.061) (0.066)
size 0.265™" 0.265™"
(0.017) (0.017)
roa 0.437™ 0.436™"
(0.151) (0.151)
lev -0.860"" —0.857""
(0.069) (0.069)
tobinQ —0.001 —0.002
(0.007) (0.007)
lage -0.277" -0.277"
(0.024) (0.024)
soe 0.061 0.061
(0.052) (0.052)
dual —0.040" —0.041"
(0.023) (0.023)
board -0.026™" —-0.026™"
(0.003) (0.003)
gdp 0.014
(0.075)
fiscal —0.420
(0.376)
urban 0.236
(0.171)
= gl 3.732™ -1.040™" -1.401
(0.139) (0.391) (1.371)
Al 2R E E [i] &
AR RS E E [i] &
ORI 19,265 19,265 19,265
R? 0.539 0.560 0.560

T AT NORR RS LR,

TN T ERIRTE 1%, 5%, 10% K R R, T
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5. ¥lFS 4T

B SCRF 0 R I 3K B R RS- T Al ESG RIN, AR T HISCA 0T, ARl 5 Jge A o
P8 SN PR JEE 23 B L AL FE AL o

51 AMAR: tlREtFSEIE-EHE

TEN RSB JZTH, A ST 55 I A b 43 o B A A b B RE A AE 4 B 1 K H ARSI TH L ESG R
— IR . SR EE AR #RUE (2020) [20], XIBERRAE(2023) [14] MM, AR SC DA 4% 5 5 R B0
iy & Al ¢t BIFT (gpatent),  DAIIE M b 7 23 W 44 A R R i AH DG O B 1] R A AT B A A R e
i&E(imr).

# 3R EFEHAE K Hbr B Z A tlH . LUK BARAMY AE 8 I 7 457 K R
(AR A 5 3t 1T B h A B v ) 5 S BT KT, SRR A5 1 7 BURF I R A AR AR BN A% % 4 S R DA
Rix; “utRfe” 5 “HREAY” BEE D), dEmAashaaaie gog fIERE, Bhialig - ESG
K. £ 3HQ)EREWATFHK HIREEM M B feHE. LUK HArfehs LT fe i
FRALBE & SR ABUR SR, TTE S I B BN . SREEARIK T o XA B T A DAS HEHE IR 7™ i 75
RGE. (s BAHEIEY, MMl Zgm, Pialbirt ESG Ri.

Table 3. Mechanism analysis

= 3. HLEIS
VARIABLES . @ ©
gpatent imr mpollute
Igdptarget 2.403™ 0.028™" 10.431™
(0.779) (0.009) (2.359)
P AR R ekl Pl £l
AV RS E 7E ANTH 7E
AR RS E E Ii] &
T RN ANl E AT € It
ALE 19,265 12,242 2053
R? 0.622 0.821 0.880

5.2. PR BI: AXFELFE

FEANER IS SR T, ASSC 2 B G A AR B ORIE AT WL R 06 o 1 26 P 25775 5% (2024) [15]fi%, AL
fii 1 python TEHC Py FZHREL R A0 30T “IREEi5 4 M “55 587 XM RBHA IR B, DI T iR
BT EANIABIRTEE (mpollute) -

% 3 HIQ) A RRY AT K A AR B IR AMNIMELIGEE . #75 BURFBUE 22 518 K H ARl 42
TR AT B, HES 2 AR DR IR SR T A ) B s Bl 2 Ak e o T BB ) 55 5 #3285 22 PR B A R 045
B RN AR RIEE . 22D, TR MR 2 A Al RIS B A B A, 0 O Al mT
FREER RN, BBV RS, Ttk ESG RIL .
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6. TR
6.1. REMKRLE

R AREAY AR R BEAFCE Q0 P9 AR P ) R e —, R R 2% mT e R B s2 e 22 55 1 K H A 5 Ak ESG
RO, I RAG T iR . 3=, ESG RIS (10 Al v 58 5 [ B X S % A J - 338 1T 4 v b 75 BURF
B I3 B bR HIA SR T B AR Bk G2 DL b g AR P ] R

S W IE(2020) S [21) A 7T, AT S B I & PR G K H AR E A PRIE K H AR T HAZRV).
HAEHMAET: —JH, ARLVFEKERRRE, e Rl TEsdbk Birrzshl, 3T
LUK EAR, e THAAEMICHEER, H—T51H, 8% E R EOEE A2 B AR, 52
THAEIMEMER, TABERIAZGRWME 4 PR, EEBNERZ S, S5FHEK ATk
$ETHH ESG £ .

Table 4. Endogeneity tests
4. REMRE

@ @
VARIABLES HEB BB
Igdptarget esg
Y 0.079""
(0.002)
Igdptarget 0.299™
(0.120)
P AR & il il
AV AR 24l 2
GREI il 2
MLE 19,148 19,148

6.2. HEFRBUR T4

ASCEHERR T T S EIR TAE LA R — RY BG4 0 R e Bl e ik k. ESG R ILAAH R BUR
THi. E5E, &5 FQ)NAIER T 2016 4 LUG FIRE A EENEAT B DAFERR O T g th &Rk R 118 T
B s EIEEE R LR, 2 5 FIQ)HEER T IR LR R 22 TAE (cenpectl) T 4E; 7 5 41 (3)HERR
TR SBOK (lowe) X JEE [N 45 T4 . R EIASE R 0%, R\LHFIEK Hbraets B 2RI 4
A ESG I, FErE 345 RIS AR .

6.3. BIFREFFREEA

NFHERR A 2 A T AEAT BORFG BOR RIS T3 THT R R VR A R I A TR, 2% 5 1(4) %1
BRE INTTHEA 51(5) WIAESIBRAE T FEAS (02 Al ARSI 1 BIE JORTitEA . WG], £S5
B AT BN ARG, ZUF K H AR 1 (Igdptarget) X 4]l ESG RILM/E I AR 8 2% A IE .

SN
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Table 5. Robustness test of eliminating policy interference and eliminating special samples

% 5. HIFRBUER THARSIFRES AR AR 14010

1 ) ©)) 4) ®)
VARIABLES
esg esg esg esg esg
lgdptarget 0.135" 0.198™" 0.201™" 0.191™ 0.168™
(0.076) (0.067) (0.066) (0.070) (0.079)
cenpectl 0.061"
(0.036)
lowc -0.011
(0.027)
A & Eil Ecskinl £kl Eckil 2 il
AR E E E E E
A RS E Ii] & Ii] & Ii] & E
MME 10,882 19,265 19,265 16,672 11,141
R? 0.593 0.560 0.560 0.560 0.552
Table 6. Robustness test of Adjusted fixed effects
5z 6. AEEEWMIR MR
1) ) 3 4)
VARIABLES
esg esg esg esg
Igdptarget 0.201™ 0.201™ 0.175™ 0.201"
(0.066) (0.066) (0.069) (0.066)
A & i bl il 24
Al R fit] & E E E
AR RS T E AN 5B AN[E 58
T - ATV RN fi] 7 AN & ANIH 7€ NGRS
Ay - ATV R AT 5 [ & AN & NG
B - AT NGRS AN E li] 7E AN &
Ay - T - AT RN AT AN[E 5E ANJi] 8 [i5] &
ML 19,265 19,265 19,178 19,265
R? 0.560 0.560 0.582 0.499
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6.4. VHEEE EHN

TERE AR b, AT 51N 2 458 1 [ 8 N 3 — PR IR 22 5 15 K B A e ) (Igdptarget) i 4
M ESG RILHMEHEARL. a5k 6 F(1). (2) (3)« (4P, fEFHIIT - 1Tk B - 47 4 - AT
M PA BT - 30T - AT S BN S, UG R R HERNAT B e R R, R A2 e b
AT AIRAT AT SR REAE S AT M AR B B T

7. #EMES
7.1 M RR R

2022 4, B EIAN (Fem iz b AR RE T R) , d—DiEsh R ESG @ik, EAm
b E Al ESG AT “AHIE 7 o EAE T UAE K EA BRGNS, 4k ESG RIAK A Pt s
[22]. Wit ASON A ATEEE A Aok AT 7 i vE o dr, &7 500 @ alsE A AEE A F R
iR, SRERATHEK HAR EA )l ESG RIUEHEME &% . HERET . —2EMVERE
P Aaf A R AT IS, /KA B 2 HEBE SR (LB MR BERE R0 DA,  DUBIRERSAE B R TR <
HARSEHLR [ (L BEPR S5 0887, PRI M ESG RIL M A BE 2 48 TF: R M AR AT N A 5 2 21 8
SOMA231 LA S A ARTRVE, XA [ A SN IR B AR, ANt ) 5 ESG L.

Table 7. Enterprise ownership heterogeneity and regional heterogeneity
2 7. ARSI ARXE S R

VARIABLES @ @ © @
esg esg €sg €sg
Igdptarget 0.274™ 0.149 0.249™ 0.144
(0.093) (0.094) (0.098) (0.100)
P AR ] il il ]
Al [ 5E RO ] P P ]
AR ] S R 2 il i il F2 il
ML AE 7370 11,836 12,280 6985
R2 0.578 0.572 0.566 0.548

7.2. XEREM

A SR A 5B X ) 5 9 2R SR P P el 2 BUHEAT DT . 255042 7 BU(3). (A)FTR, S
H ARl ESG 2 I I AR £ FH 76 2= Bl [X 58 S22, 17 v B st X O S S B . ZE 0% 38K AR I B 3
ZF, REHX VARSI XA FEREWE . AP EARG T, 5o 58 P A\l 2% (o 61 3 A&
AEfiiE, Bh 7 ESG RIS . 1+ i Efh X AE1X 7 TH N FE B AN 2 o
8. &it5RB=
8.1. fAsE4Eit

A3 PL 2009~2020 EAE i A FNFEAR, BEFFEK HRAN N ESG KEHELLZ 1Y, SLIFR 56
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T AWK bR il ESG RIUNMM . ARAI: AR B b ESC RILAH B EF
. BRI TREL, SRR HARAAS I Al G R . B R R IR A R FR B,
TR AT ESG R, SIRPEA RN, Sk B ERtH oV ESG KB EIE S H A Aol
TR AR Al T Y]

8.2. BERRBXR

ARSI TSR PN BUR R E 22 GrHE K AR JEE T RFER R SR ORI

XTBUNE, 58—, BYERSEELRISIOER, BEEaEs 22t B K iR, BLER
SI B 75 BRIRTE A, A SR BRI A 5 BE A G SR B S8 s K ESG FRARgIAIMTT
BUGSTE AR 2R, BT B A OR o B T A R, HfEsh 4ok ESG BRI M RILRI 5 28 7
. B, ZHREARMIREN, R RIEARMENSE] . RVEEAQRIEN ik ESG RILHHRTHE
o AR SEAE AL S S AR AHERE ESG @i, I ARZ ALK VIR 4t ESG K& w1781
H=, ACTIRRCE T, SCitiZE RARRFBOR, E RSO aiE R IR, ESG RLatH 53 1 X BT}
B, MSESCRRAREA AL, Pra X ks SRR “ESG RIL——(E IR ML), X Bk
ESG it fR I Rt Al as T REBHEA, & ) B4k ESG SEER I BAMNS, SEIZ T K H AR5
Al AT AR A R K B3 1T

P A E, AN TE AR BIZ GRS K B AR TR TT 4k ESG RILAINE, AU S 7 BUR
FHRBUR . B, R A5 KM RIS SEIEOR T, et 2 O BB MV REf IS /KT 1A
RARTE, RATREND ARG AL S AR, T et et . IR LAt 2 3as, IRE A A
SEME, i E S RMIRER .
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