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Abstract

Based on literature on Hakka culture research from 2020 to June 2025 included in the CNKI data-
base, this study employs CiteSpace for visual analysis and mapping of knowledge graphs to system-
atically examine the research hotspots, trends, and frontier directions in this field. The findings re-
veal that, against the backdrop of rural revitalization strategies and digital technology development,
Hakka culture research is shifting from traditional theoretical interpretation to practical applica-
tion. Research themes have gradually transitioned from early “cultural preservation” (2020~2022)
to “activation and utilization” (2023~2025). Emerging concepts such as “digital humanities” and “cul-
tural-tourism integration” reflect an interdisciplinary innovation trend. Knowledge graph analysis in-
dicates that research entities exhibit a “core-periphery” distribution, with scholars like Zhong Junkun
forming core research clusters. However, the overall collaboration density is only 0.0028, indicating
that the academic community remains underdeveloped. Institutional collaboration has formed a syn-
ergistic network with Gannan Normal University and Jiangxi University of Science and Technology as
dual cores. By 2025, cross-regional connections among emerging institutions reveal a trend toward
collaborative innovation. Keyword co-occurrence and cluster analysis show that themes such as “cul-
tural inheritance”, “digital humanities”, and “rural revitalization” have become emerging hotspots,
while applied fields like “product design” and “Hakka dance” have experienced significant growth.
The study identifies three major frontier directions: (1) mechanisms of cultural inheritance em-
powered by digital technology; (2) theoretical breakthroughs in cross-border Hakka comparative
studies; and (3) “cultural space production” as a new nexus linking academia and policy. Within a
three-dimensional framework of “culture-technology-policy”, this research advocates transcending
single-disciplinary perspectives by integrating cultural ontology, technological means, and policy
guidance (e.g., rural revitalization), while remaining vigilant against technological alienation and
policy short-sightedness. Ultimately, it calls for a return to the core logic of “culture-centricity” to
provide theoretical support for the innovative development of Hakka culture.
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Figure 1. Prolific authors and collaboration network
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Figure 2. Research institutions map
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Figure 4. Keyword burst detection map
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