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Abstract

With the widespread adoption of generative Al technology, legal debates over content creation’s
copyrightability and ownership rights have intensified, posing challenges to existing copyright
frameworks. This study investigates whether Al-generated content qualifies for copyright protection
and establishes its rightful ownership, grounded in China’s current legal system. Through norma-
tive analysis and case studies, it explores copyright determinations and authorship attribution
pathways, proposing a judicial standard for defining “intellectual input”. The research demon-
strates that copyright protection should be assessed through a comprehensive evaluation of human
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creativity contributions, with ownership attribution rooted in the concept of “intellectual contribu-
tors”. By balancing technological advancement with legal compliance, this work provides valuable
insights for developing institutional mechanisms that harmonize innovation with rights protec-
tion.
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Figure 1. A view of copyright protection for content generated by generative artificial intelligence
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Table 1. A list of copyright disputes involving generative Al
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