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Abstract

In the process of globalization of the digital economy, cross-border data flow has become a core
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element driving the growth of international trade and optimizing global resource allocation. The
effectiveness of governance over cross-border data flow is directly related to the lifeblood of the
digital economy development in various countries. Currently, the international community has not
yet formed a unified regulatory system for cross-border data flow. Both the EU’s “regulatory excep-
tion” paradigm and the US’s “open flow” paradigm center on their own interests, ignoring the de-
mands of developing countries, resulting in a fragmented pattern of global data governance. Exist-
ing research perspectives mostly focus on the macro impact of data mechanisms, lacking detailed
exploration of micro-mechanisms. Other scholars have found that the lack of alignment between
China’s “security priority” and the “balance between security and flow” in the Regional Comprehen-
sive Economic Partnership (RCEP) increases compliance costs for enterprises. This paper analyzes
the adaptation gap of RCEP’s cross-border data regulations in combination with the European and
American paradigms, and explores how China’s cross-border data flow adapts and transforms with
different legal systems from three aspects: conceptual synergy, institutional refinement, and re-
gional linkage.
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