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Abstract

Drawing upon governance theory, this study takes Village C in ] County, which faces severe issues of
“aging population” and “hollowing-out,” as a case study to examine the specific mechanisms through
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which party- and government-led rural mutual-aid charitable organizations promote village self-
governance. The case study finds that these charitable organizations, through mechanisms of agenda-
setting and resource utilization, integrate local elites into the rural governance system as donors,
planners, and participants. This integration enhances the village’s capacity for institutional build-
ing and self-governance. The case demonstrates that the philanthropic force, by leveraging multiple
actors in rural governance, exhibits characteristics of high flexibility, strong adaptability, and broad
social participation.
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