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Abstract

Based on CSSCI-indexed journals of China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) database be-
tween 2015 and 2024, this paper systematically examines the evolution of children’s literature re-
search in China through CiteSpace visualization tool. The analysis proceeds along two dimensions:
the external knowledge structure (including prolific authors, disciplinary distribution, and institutions)
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and internal semantic networks (like keywords). China’s children’s literature research over the
pastdecade has shown a trend of “rapid growth - steady expansion - stable development”. Inheriting
traditions with breakthroughs, it sees “child-centeredness” move toward practice while interdisci-
plinary exploration remains superficial. Driven by policies and people’s livelihood needs, it demon-
strates cultural confidence via “original creation” and “traditional culture”, and enhances children’s
cultural identity.
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Figure 1. Annual literature distribution chart
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Figure 2. Highly productive authors and collaboration networks
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Figure 3. Subject distribution chart
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Figure 4. Journal distribution chart
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Figure 7. Keywords clustering graph
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