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Abstract

Since the reform and opening-up, the large-scale population migration has given rise to a group of
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migrant children whose identity formation has become a significant issue within the context of ur-
ban-rural cultural interaction. Migrant children in Shenzhen, characterized by their urban immi-
grant background, present a particularly valuable case for study. This study employs questionnaire
surveys and quantitative analysis grounded in John Yifu Duan’s “space-place” theory to examine
their current identity status and influencing factors. Findings reveal that this group generally iden-
tifies more strongly with Shenzhen, with stronger identification among locally born children, those
who migrated at a young age, and adolescents. Embodied elements in intimate experiences, dura-
tion of residence, nonverbal cultural adaptation, and social capital significantly drive identity for-
mation, while institutional support shows no significant influence. The findings indicate that mi-
grant children’s identity formation results from the interplay of bodily experience, temporal sedi-
mentation, and social interaction. Modern urban identity relies more on the practical cultural ad-
aptation of daily life. It is recommended that social support shift from institutional provision to emo-
tional cultivation, offering insights for the social integration of mobile populations in urbanization
processes.
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