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Abstract

Articles 6 and 7 of the Interpretation of the Supreme People’s Court on the Application of Punitive
Damages in the Trial of Ecological and Environmental Tort Dispute Cases interpret the “intent” stip-
ulated in Article 1232 of the Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China as “the intent to pollute the
environment or damage the ecology”. The author discusses two issues: first, whether the scope of
this “intent” can be expansively interpreted to include gross negligence? Second, can lawful conduct
exclude the intent required for punitive damages? The conclusions drawn are as follows: first, the
“intent” in Article 1232 of the Civil Code includes direct intent and indirect intent, and negligent acts,
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including gross negligence, shall be excluded. Second, lawful conduct cannot necessarily exclude the
intent for punitive damages. Due to the particularity of the ecological and environmental field, even
acts of environmental pollution or ecological damage that do not violate legal provisions may cause
serious harm to individual interests.
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