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Abstract

The cultivation of rule of law literacy among rural adolescents is a crucial link in implementing the
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Rural Revitalization Strategy and advancing the comprehensive rule of law in China. Guided by sys-
tems theory, the constructed horizontal cultivation framework focuses on establishing a multi-
agentlinkage mechanism led by the government, coordinated by families, schools, and communities,
and actively participated in by social forces. Based on empirical survey data from three townships
in T County, H City, a structural equation model was employed to verify the compound influence
mechanism through which multi-agent collaboration affects the formation of rule of law literacy,
mediated by educational integration and teaching effectiveness. The study reveals that rural ado-
lescents generally exhibit superficial legal cognition, weak practical abilities, and an uneven distri-
bution of urban and rural resources. These issues can be attributed to the inadequate supply of legal
education resources in rural areas, deviations in policy implementation, and inefficient multi-agent
collaboration mechanisms. Therefore, it is imperative to promote the sharing of legal education re-
sources between urban and rural areas, improve top-level institutional design, and deepen the
home-school-community collaboration mechanism, thereby forming a systematic synergy to achieve
the transformation of rural adolescent legal education from fragmentation to systematization.
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Figure 1. Logic of the horizontal cultivation path for rural adolescent rule of law education
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Figure 2. Rural adolescents’ knowledge of legal principles and concepts
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Figure 3. Rural adolescents’ satisfaction with rule of law education
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Figure 4. Analysis of adolescents’ core competencies in rule of law
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Table 1. A Comparison of rule of law education resource usage between urban and rural areas
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Table 2. Standardized factor loading coefficients in the latent variable measurement model
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