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Abstract

The characteristics of volunteer service—being voluntary, unpaid, and altruistic—align precisely
with the supplementary needs of community governance, providing an effective path to addressing
these difficulties. Based on embeddedness theory, this paper takes 57 volunteer service teams in G
Town, S County, L City, Guangxi, as the research subject. Through field surveys and semi-structured
interviews, it explores the integration of volunteer service and community emotional governance
practices. The study explains the theoretical foundations of community emotional governance from
historical, cultural, and practical logics, and analyzes how volunteer service, as a carrier of emotional
connection, practices community governance in four dimensions: relational embedding, atmosphere
embedding, spatial embedding, and capability embedding. It summarizes and proposes practical in-
sights such as “Party-building to guide volunteer operations, public welfare to promote volunteer
spirit, coordinated optimization of volunteer participation, and advanced empowerment of volun-
teer resources,” forming a synergistic governance force of “organizational strength - unity - support
- endogenous power.” The study shows that volunteer service can reconstruct community emotional
connections through flexible embedding, helping grassroots communities solve governance prob-
lems, bridging the “last mile,” and promoting a modern governance framework of co-construction,
co-governance, and shared benefits.
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Figure 1. An analytical framework for the integration of volunteer service and community emotional governance
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