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Abstract

Narrowing the income gap between urban and rural areas and breaking through the urban-rural

EG|IF: AR FEIHE MBS 2 W Z BB RS mHLE 44T ). 4SRRI, 2026, 15(1): 152-162.
DOI: 10.12677/ass.2026.151019


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ass
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.151019
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.151019
https://www.hanspub.org/

Ji %

dual pattern are the goals that China must achieve in order to achieve socialist modernization. China
has long faced the reality of significant income disparities between urban, rural, and regional areas,
which can be significantly alleviated through investment and cultivation of educational human cap-
ital. Based on the practical background of deepening the reform of preschool education in China from
2012 to 2022, this article evaluates the spatiotemporal effects of financial investment in preschool
education on the urban-rural income gap in 31 provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions
of China during this period, and explores its underlying mechanisms. The results showed that the
fiscal expenditure on preschool education significantly narrowed the urban-rural income gap, but
this effect exhibited significant regional heterogeneity. The financial investment in preschool edu-
cation mainly narrows the income gap between urban and rural areas through three channels of
increasing employment opportunities, extending working hours, and reducing household expenses,
which provides a solid practical basis for achieving the goal of common prosperity.
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Figure 1. The impact mechanism of financial investment in preschool education on urban-rural income gap
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Table 2. Descriptive statistical analysis
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Figure 2. Scatter plot of financial investment in preschool education and urban-rural income gap
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Table 3. Benchmark regression results

3. FEREVFLER

AR HERY 1 AR 2 iR 3
InCz -0.140™" —0.0405™" —0.0423™"
(-20.30) (-3.64) (-3.43)
InGDP —0.00987 —0.0116
(~1.04) (-1.21)
InURB —0.519™" —0.530™"
(-9.91) (-9.93)
InOPE 0.00214
(1.62)
InIND 0.0203
(0.67)
_cons 0.970™" 1.534™ 1.571™
(33.39) (27.95) (24.83)
N 341 341 341
r2 0.571 0.688 0.690
r a 0.528 0.654 0.655
F 412.0 225.4 136.1

FE: "p<0.1, “p<0.05, “p<0.01l.
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Table 4. Regression results of robustness test
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(—4.65) (-3.29)
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(~7.74) (~8.30)
InOPE 0.00213 0.00162
(1.64) (1.27)
InIND 0.0547" 0.0280
(1.83) (0.88)
_cons 1.489™" 1.448™
(22.70) (19.51)
N 319 310
r2 0.730 0.639
2 a 0.699 0.593
F 154.5 97.09

#: p<0.1, “p<0.05 "p<0.01,
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Table 5. Regression results of regional heterogeneity analysis
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A AREIEAY 1 PRI 2 [y V]
InCZ -0.135™" —0.00863 —0.0187
(-5.49) (-0.41) (-0.97)
InGDP —0.00199 0.00417 —-0.242"
(-0.16) (0.08) (-5.25)
InURB —0.0592 -0.864™" 0.0295
(-0.71) (-5.45) (0.31)
InOPE —0.00193 0.00528"" 0.00336
(—0.89) (2.59) (1.54)
InIND -0.210™" —0.0557 0.181™"
(—4.84) (-1.23) (4.06)
_cons 0.961™" 1.869™" 1.671™"
(9.25) (13.86) (20.49)
N 121 88 132
r? 0.550 0.791 0.802
2 a 0.486 0.758 0.774
F 25.70 56.82 92.94

FE: "p<0.1, “p<0.05, “p<0.01L.
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