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Abstract

Depression is a highly heterogeneous disorder characterized by high prevalence and recurrence
rates. The symptom profiles, clinical trajectories, and treatment outcomes of patients with depres-
sion vary substantially among individuals, suggesting the existence of distinct clinical subtypes. In
recent years, increasing efforts have been made to identify these subtypes to enhance diagnostic
homogeneity and advance precision treatment. This paper summarizes the commonly used clinical
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classification schemes for depression, discusses the challenges faced in subtype identification, and
outlines potential future directions. In future research, the design of standardized study protocols
and the comparison of potential biological markers across subtypes will facilitate a better under-
standing of underlying disease mechanisms, improve prognostic prediction, and guide the develop-
ment of individualized and precise therapeutic strategies. Future studies should adopt large-sam-
ple, multimodal research frameworks integrating genetics, neuroimaging, and machine learning
approaches to establish a biologically informed and precise classification system for depressive dis-
orders.
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1. 518

FHRAE A2 B AT 4R T A OR A8 2R G 1 i 1) e B PR ARV R e —, b axidi e 1 P B & 5 fdt.
TIHAE 2 B R 200 16%,  H AT AR AL ARG, B AR R PSR E. BURmmE kR
e SERE R[] SVHIAE A ML R RFAE R G0 . AR IR . OB B A AR MR R AR AL
W7 AER AR [2]. [, S0 o2 — Pl B MR SR & Ak, AN R A Jge A% A e A B Ll
W5, P EUEE FPERRFL I RPEANG T 45 RANR], I HL AT REA AN R 9 A4 R B4 [3]-[7] - 1,
AW4 MDD EF T ST RIS WibndE, (Hc BRI ImAERS]. thAh, BORMZ FEdEELY,
FPEAMAIAE B A FIEAR S AN R PR 2 0 B A5G, B R DO AE A8 P DR Z R A B FERE[9] [10] AT
SAE (99 PR ATAEIR 275 H e P B S A2 SO I PRAZ WA T 17 R T BRI o n e e O AE 3247 73 Y
CASERLARSK MRS HEILTT S 52 FIVHISAE TSR 5 Al ol (0 R —

R T HIE R 2 I T2 B SR I PRAE IR AR AE HEAT 450, AL T B0 3 o AR B R, sk
ZEMEYARRL, X FEC T RIERAE 5 K AR B Y A AR R R AN 2 . Bk, B
JEBUFRIAE (1 e B Pk, BE T2 AR SR bR . REIREE T IEAT 0 2, 6 T HIAAE I PR 2R oA 2
B

SRT, RE A VR BT T LA A7 ST TEAIARAE A, (H H RTHIVASAE A 3 B i AR IR R IR . AL
RGUSE T AR IR 2 ROr %, @I AFRB R %, LSRR RSN, BT
PRUT FEISAE 73 4 T s 0 DA AR SR 7 ), 0 i STV AISE SV L O I e LA B0 3

2. BT p—TEHNHEPAETE

TEFARSE 73 BUP I T b, 8 SCHVAIRIE SO L A0 23 BT 12 W S5 o 2 1 7 A AR A 1) - 55 A AN [l SRR
B S AT I, SRS DI e A e 2 A ) 2 A et IR A S W] e A A B 12 Wi BRI v
7 AL AR S A R [11] [12].
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i AR FEMEARE [11] o MEARUE (Melancholia) A IE S ) V2 A7 18 I RSB R RS iz 2 R B IR 2%, & —Fh
TR R B FARRE SR IR R G AE[13] o B FT R IR AR ) 5 SO AE AT M 28 w6 D B (2 [14]-[16],  HL
PEARIE (B3 5 AR ARE B E VR T 45 SR LA T ASFI[13] [17]. Rk, 7F DSM-5 2 Wibsiterb, 5 B MA0AE
P EARTEbR 2 — B2 RAE WAL . 7E DSM-5 A1, A& #1995 14 # I AE (Psychotic depression), {7554 /2 = FE H1AK
FEF— AR, A& — PP R R [18] o AR A0 M AR (1A% Co KR AE A2 B S AIS I IR A1 I A7 7E 22 AR A/
BRLD N, b MR R I H 7 ) PR = Rk RIS IR G, I BN Z) R B, T
TX G ) AR R MUY 2 R TOANME ALK 908 B R i A 1) 9 E[19] » JE HL R HIATS A (Attypical depression)
(1 R UE R 1E 4 ROBLPE S DU R PR ER S P4k SORERA 45 . PR E I NS AR N, g A K 28 5
ZHF[LL]. AR ARMAEORE B R S R PLOEEE S . IR . Ak AR BRRS . RBORE A AL RS R EURE
[20]. £EREVEHIARSE (Anxious depression) e FEHIAR K AE I RIS FEA B3 Rk . WOA%, B B
DR RN, — BN =& B A B AR AR I B FEHIARSE « Lin tA A A8 FEHAIAE 2 HIARE 1) —
FRE ST AR I[21] o DAAER 50 R DU AR FE AR S5 3 50 A v e tH LR ARRAIE . AR BE K. #ARE ™8, |
AR R R BE AR T 22 DL R D R R A B B [21]-[25] .

2.2. BT R{EREIIE R

SR AEIT RIS, FOARAE 0% 5784 R DA 43 A 5 M VIR AR W P AR DA B 281 PR IR g, X
FARYE PIARIE A AE W BARES (B R s X [11]. F R HEHIARAE (Early onset depression) & f8 1 R K E K AETE 18
% 2 HI[26]. MR PEAIARAE (late onset depression) & 45 B IR K AE K AETE 45 2 65 % 2 [A][27]. Korten &5 A Hijff
FUR DU R AR E 8 8 B R AR, SERFFEER S, H B A AMeggvE[28]. thah, FEE 1)
RIFFERF, B FEENIAES. ARESATER E A SRR BB, T E AR kA E R
BIER R R IRAERS TR S YR [28]. 7E DSM-IV o, Z=75 1175 I8 5% 75 (Seasonal affective disorder) #5114
A Z R A AMAIAE , FLRE ROR AR A A 5 — 4 A R 5 I 1) 2 [R) A7 LE R PR N 8] 5% R [29] . ZE 11
JRBEAG B — R A S ML — e AR, Blnng i, ARG, BIKREMAREE I, fREZ K
WEVEY . K& IR ER R LA AL G 3k [30]. AHEL TS IEM &, LR 5 %2 2 2= P I e hS 1Y)
o, JF HAEFE N i [31] .

23 ETHERENER

teAh, AEZFFHAFE RS R AR RS ACRE ST 4 BUFIRE 7L, Harald 45 A4
715 P ILEHIARE Y, JEARTTDURRRATR 5 K3 (1) FETRERIHALIEZY, (2) 2T R R4 AR
i, (3) T RMEETIE AR, DLK(4) LHEIVERREVE A T R, BAR(5) M PEAARYE(TRD),
X FHAN A Z (B L3S PR, A2 [RAF7E KSR & [11]. Nguyen [32]55 AR HIAICAE i1 1= Z2 I PR
fiE, £ 8 MNHLIRMESE P E LT 16 > MD WA, ZpJild: (1) T Wg R A4 8 I SRR IR, A H
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FERERE SR FAMARIE s (4) BT 15 ORAERT R 73 B BY(<30 &) 5k AL(>44 &) MARGE: (5) MR¥E A3k
i B RAE By B RS B UAIARAE : (6) R 4 il B 7E A ™ B R AR B AT B0 A R kB
Bor A B R RS BAMARIE R H A R RAIARE s (7) R SA R0 AR R, HEHH
AIRE: (8) 54U O™ 5 AT AE -

SR, B RHARRE 2R IR R R IR RN, — R 805 R R BR I H & 2. R E 18
WANRE], B—RERA L UMENEE S RIERRIHIACE ) 2 85 5. L, B E O O IR R
BRGS0 o BT
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3. ETHRENHHNARAE T B

NS SO o =6 P2 A0 (MDD) FBIF T AR 52 2%, I AR A AT 3 o et Bk sl 1) o B30 7 i o R s
FEAORFHE R LA . ghdh, AR 22 5 s mT DA IR 3 i PR A P R 2R T A # s AR A 3
FR, AFRIZEE AR Bela s 75 2R IRBITEET R . BRI 1.

Table 1. Studies using data-driven approaches to identify depression subtypes

= 1 EREBIRRE T ERIRAEBE I B AR TSR

B mEMW) Gt WA
1. PRI AR, HE R S e e A A e
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1 BRBH: EREARE, LT R
Ballard [34] 128 e KA 2. B BARGTTE, XWRERERA B2 RN
(2018) " 3. EH: BRAEAATES, BTG RE & AT es
fi?
1 R, SRS E S R, M. e
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g L DUV 1, SRR B2 Pt R 1
Wang [10] s g ERERIRERAERS YK
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TR SHEET, DKW E M PR RR
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3. “WETH G TR AR B EE AR
X. Chen [39] . . 1 FC R
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B, fitn, Drysdale S5 NWFFCH R 7o SCIVARE LAY (1) 7725, R ik AR 4 i 2 PR A& X 48 o O g
R R A IR 2O 2R AT SRR, FRAE MU 22 0l p B AR g AT M. A 4R 1 U AR AR
WAL, BT B ARSCIRAR R 25 W 2% Dy B 2k T 12 9 [R) B 5 S, 9 ELRT RAFE /MR SZ k3 vh DL sy R
R AR S R REAT 2 (9] Chen S5 AW 7T F T fixi 25 A SAAR A, 2 08 ST = FhAS [R) () i 22 4
TEFARRE LY, Bt A [R] R PRI DR R 8 AL Rk Sk, A J5 SV K 2% SRR TOUE R A A A
TRITHRAL BT R [38]. Sun ZE NI LT 2 O B TIRERESIR G BTE L, EBER TILEE
/A B S VISR S5 i D) B I 8% e (R A 2 e, IR T R R A (R A S S R I PR R B
PG LW RL[37] . IbAh, — DU FiEt 5t 12~18 % & /D AEHIARAE(AMDD) [ 57 i P 5 ¥a 97 G v 4,
BETEATEEAPIE N 25 (MSN) 5 [ 215, BRI E AR 7 AR IR AT Ho o TR 25 R R
B AMDD FALER MG IR 5 LI S TR, RS HEIS YT SR AL HTHE S [40] . IX LURfF 5T 45 RmER 134
Xof FICE £6 A I R R LS ST M A L B B AR, 0 T R R R IR A W o 2 W . PR Z5ia
JT RS RS WA IRIERIR T ML 7 RSN 1297 11l PR ) R B AT AN .
4. FRSBEREBHARSHEBRRIERSS

BT R T IARAE 0 AL, R AR IR R Q0 AR REIR . R AR . R AR T B SN
OGEiE 245 Btk R . FREIT Y 0. X S5IA LKA RGN 1ICD/DSM-5) 2517, 18 T IR V38 .
I EB AL BN, REMAN, EEGFEAZIRE A FE T T (H 2B T ARAE ) S o ik, 75
TEbR ) B = BEAH G, HEFEMAIVEZ, R AIR. RZH ST AR AR, s BREAR, 3K
BT EBITN FTFEMF ARG R, XSBIRE R T —HE RN 2 450E . XE 45
PEAR T HHCRE B R A B 2, i HL AR B % 2 T S e R R B A . Rk, s ksl 1 o Y
Tl g A B E R R AT RS B DL R R R, B R BE S A
e RIS, 320 17 4 30 e R B A R A B A . PPk 29 0T TR T 2055, R T AT R AR08 1 XU
[FJ B, 285 SR e 5 SBIR T IR SR N B BEAR ST 3R AL 256, (R E0t 7038 AR E o BE B 1R (1 i S 5 TR T,
AN AT RBBNG . AEHEER ST H & SR, HHE 4 B4 07 VE A i i 4 FE SO AR AT B = BDWE S, IR
Rt Sk e, JF HFRERFEAR, 290, FEdE, WESITHRBRAE, Sa KK,

5. BRI E ISRk AR K =

FERAR IR T ik, R Wit — AT ST AWAE 20 U535, BRI, BT 2 IR
HIBE TEAN N IOIIEE (B AR ARG . e AR S LR, BT AT R & S BUA R R ST i i)
PUHRRE I AL Z RAE AR IR LR . FAT, SRR IAIR Z RPN IR . REETHEMER LR
SN . PEIUE, FEARRMIWETCH, 5 e RO FEHIAE 70 M 2 e IR A R Kk, BRI A
FELEMbR EMIIR IR REVEA L, HAP, JUIE . AR FIRIRE BN R 2252, HEUREE AR HUa,
T RRER, FEAEIAEA IS RFEENE. BANAHT, WHRE N T CEBAR, 2k
PR 7 TN T e R, Bl SRS 55 2 O T I B R A A A il O XU, IR SR AT T
MU [RIIT, AR A 3 sl 20 4 B As 20 (0 48 2 BB 108 % A S gl fgRe, R R AR BRI AR &,
TARAZITVEARRAELLT I F TR 50 A0 R A0 1) o 22 5 A

FERAK, AR FE AT 45 S AT NS ie s . SR ool AR R B EEE, @R
DAY, AT SEBLIIARE AN “REARZ T ) “HEHER IR IR . B T8I0 /5 ZER S 20 AT )
iR, BEOARRER, Do 8 AR R SR R HER R, IR AR IIEIE IR AR L b A%
OFFIE, O IIARE R B AR S EE AR 3. AR, WIUEIE AT DL TR A IE L, IR

SN
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6. LIEFENX
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