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Abstract

As a pivotal link in the interface between property rights protection and expropriation compensation
systems, the recognition of compensation for de facto property rights faces practical difficulties due
to ambiguities within the current legal framework. Administrative bodies mechanically apply the
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formal standard of “registration as proof of title” during expropriation, thereby excluding unregis-
tered factual property rights from compensation. This fundamentally reflects a conflict between the
institutional linkage of property rights’ public notification form and their substantive status. To ad-
dress this, a resolution mechanism should be established based on the principle of substantive rights
priority. This involves three approaches: refining legislative requirements, establishing a dual inves-
tigation system, and strengthening substantive judicial review. Ultimately, this will achieve the unity
of formal justice and substantive justice in administrative expropriation.
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