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Abstract

Using bibliometric methods and CiteSpace, this study visualizes 307 Chinese articles on “integrated
child-care and early-childhood education” indexed by CNKI from January 2015 to June 2025. It maps
the field’s research output, spatiotemporal distribution, hotspots and future trajectories. Findings:
1) publication volume shows a steady upward trend clearly steered by policy; 2) collaboration
among institutions and core authors is loose, with low centrality; 3) key topics center on “child-care
institutions” and “child-care services”; 4) research hotspots focus on service-system construction
amid low fertility, talent-training driven by supply-demand shifts, and localizing international ex-
perience; 5) future agendas may include exploring a new “care-early education-nurturing + kinder-
garten-family-community” model, building a generative-Al service ecosystem, and opening rural
pathways.
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Figure 1. Annual publication trend of research literature on integrated childcare and early childhood education
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Table 1. Statistics of institutions publishing on integrated childcare services, 2014~2025 (=3 Articles)

5% 1. 2014~2025 FE4EH R FTUB & KGR (EBLE)

RICHIH R by ik

BTG R A2 H 2458 21 2019 0.03
PEAE SR BTG 14 2017 0.00
Hedr Ve K= E % b 11 2019 0.01

T AR R 22 T4 b 8 2018 0.01
VB2 AT R 2 AL BUR 5 8 H 2 B 6 2019 0.00
B R 2EBUN & 22 B 5 2020 0.00
ok R R ERIES 5250 4 2021 0.00
JERIMYE R 222 BB W ST 4 2022 0.00

Table 2. Statistics of authors publishing on integrated childcare services, 2014~2025 (>3 Articles)
Fz 2. 2014~2025 MBS TR L EEFITR(ZBLAL)

e diEa R G i
P 13 2019 0.00
K — 13 2017 0.00
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KT 4 2022 0.00
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Figure 2. Co-occurrence knowledge map of keywords in the integrated childcare services field
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Figure 3. Burst-keywords profile in the integrated childcare services field, 2015~2025
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