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Abstract

Employing the theory of the production of space, this paper examines how community-building
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initiatives foster a community-governance commons across three spatial dimensions. At the level
of spatial practice, physical upgrading of public venues reconfigures residents’ everyday lifeworld.
Concerning representations of space, participatory planning led by the Party and enacted through
multi-stakeholder collaboration institutionalizes a shared-governance arena. In the realm of rep-
resentational space, the forging of both interest-based and affective communities activates residents’
emotional identification and sense of belonging, ultimately propelling the neighbourhood toward a
co-constructed, co-governed and shared commons. The findings reveal that space is not merely the
site but also the medium and the outcome of governance; community building is, in essence, a pro-
cess of reproducing social relations carried by space.
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