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Abstract

With the increasingly blurred distinction between public law and private law in modern society,
environmental rights possess both the nature of public law rights and the attributes of private law.
From the perspective of interests, environmental rights are essentially a type of interest recognized
and protected by law, requiring joint protection at both public and private law levels. However, un-
like the Western debate between anthropocentrism and ecocentrism, China, based on its national
conditions, has proposed the concept of “man and nature form a community of life”, providing
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theoretical support for environmental rights to become legal rights. In the ongoing compilation of
China’s ecological and environmental code, consideration could be given to including provisions on
environmental rights in the general principles section. This would functionally link it with other
laws and regulations such as the Civil Code, exploring an expression of environmental rights that
aligns with China’s national conditions.
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