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Abstract

High-traffic topics on short video platforms have become a key field for shaping cultural cognition
and tourism consumption intentions. Taking the “Intangible Cultural Heritage Culture” topic on
Douyin as an example, this study focuses on the construction process of tourism symbols of intan-
gible cultural heritage (ICH) within it. Integrating symbolic interactionism and the ritual view of
communication, this study regards high-traffic topics as dynamic digital ritual fields, and conducts
three-level coding analysis on 1,500 relevant short video texts through grounded theory. The re-
search finds that ICH is mainly constructed into three types of tourism symbols: “visual spectacle”,
“contextualized experience” and “personalized story”. This construction process is jointly driven by
platform algorithms, users’ fragmented reading habits, and interaction among multiple subjects,
showing a strong tendency towards visual centralism and emotional narration. The study further
reveals that the meaning of symbols is continuously negotiated in the interaction network of pub-
lishers, viewers, and commenters, forming an online marketing closed loop of “display-invocation-
feedback”. However, the high-speed symbol construction mechanism is accompanied by inherent
tensions such as the superficialization of cultural expressions, homogenization of symbolic repre-
sentation, and the disconnect between online expectations and offline experiences. The research
indicates that high-traffic topics are significantly effective in enhancing the visibility and tourism
appeal of ICH, but have limitations in promoting in-depth cultural identity and sustainable tourism
consumption. This study aims to theoretically reveal the full-chain construction mechanism of cul-
tural symbols in digital platforms, and practically provide strategic references for regions to bal-
ance the living inheritance of ICH and the high-quality development of tourism.
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Table 1. ICH tourism symbol construction coding under Douyin’s “ICH Culture” topic
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Table 2. Statistical table of the distribution of core categories in three-level coding
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