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Abstract

This article, based on the strategy of rural revitalization, focuses on the contradictory landscape of
“digital empowerment” and “digital” that emerged in the process of popularizing digital reading in
rural society. Taking 25 villages in Henan Province as the research sample, it systematically ana-
lyzes the specific manifestation and formation mechanisms of this contradiction, and then proposes
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an adaptive path with practical feasibility. The study uses a mixed research method, obtaining pri-
mary data and qualitative materials through questionnaire surveys, indepth interviews and partic-
ipatory observations. The study finds that while digital reading empowers rural youth, new farmers
and other groups in information acquisition and skill development, it also exacerbates marginali-
zation dilemma of vulnerable groups such as the elderly and people with low education. Behind this
are multiple factors such as differences in infrastructure access, uneven individual media literacy
and a weak social system intertwined under the framework of “technology-ability-environment”.
The innovation of this study is to construct an integrated analysis framework of “technology-ability-
environment, and to propose a systematic path of resolution from single “tool supply” to “literacy
cultivation” and “environmental creation”, which is expected to provide theoretical basis and refer-
ence for the formulation and implementation of digital inclusive policies in rural revitalization.
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Table 1. Descriptive statistics of sample characteristics
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Table 2. Characteristics and statistics of digital reading behaviors among rural residents
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Figure 1. An integrated analytical framework for the formation mechanism of the dual effects of digital reading
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