Advances in Social Sciences #-&FI2£H{Y, 2026, 15(2), 354-358 HKans X
Published Online February 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ass
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.152140

REMZE—REBIFEFEFHRPFNERESF

4 5

TN K2 ML, L5 T

Wk H . 20254F12 26 H; FHHM: 20264F1H28H; KA Hi: 20264F2H 10H

=

BRELFEREARAAERELTEN, UPSERFERARET. RMELE, BRFEPHERIZE
RHEXHA—ERERER . BIETENERNERRE, BNTEZTERNBESE, & 8" @
FIANTEZ U BAGR, AR FRBUEBAUT2RE. “BAEE” WBERE, AFETH “9E”
WERTIEERE; ZTREBELAZE, ASHETHEINEAERIARBOL T EZABLE; (GEEL)
HTE” 2 TR, AFETRAEE TR RRMA T HRERM. BEXTZE THERXFHLETHT
HRS5ERE, WENZTZ “B” EHETrENE BETRE T THEER.

XK ia
BT, BR, B, BEXR, BERE

From Taoism to Legalism: On the Daoist
Philosophy in Han Feizi’s Legal Doctrine

Yining Deng

Kenneth Wang School of Law, Soochow University, Suzhou Jiangsu

Received: December 26, 2025; accepted: January 28, 2026; published: February 10, 2026

Abstract

Daoist philosophy is often interpreted as a form of legal nihilism, seemingly distant from Legalist
doctrines. However, Daoist thought exerted significant influence on the Legalist theories of Fa-Shu-
Shi. As the culminating figure of Legalism, Han Feizi absorbed the essence of Laozi’s Daoist philoso-
phy, integrating the concept of Daoist philosophy into his legal theory and thereby grounding his
political ideology in philosophical foundations. The idea that Dao generates law provided discursive
resources for Han Feizi’s legal theory. Laozi’s Daoist principles of emptiness, tranquility, and non-
action established the intellectual framework for Han Feizi’'s advocacy of the art of governance.
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Furthermore, the monistic portrayal of Dao in the Daodejing furnished a philosophical basis for Han
Feizi’'s defense of autocratic rule. By situating Daoist philosophy prior to Legalist thought in analysis
and interpretation, this study elucidates the pioneering role of Laozi’s Dao in shaping Han Feizi’'s
political ideology.
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