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Abstract

The fundamental purpose of environmental civil public interest litigation is to safeguard the public
interest of the environment. As direct stakeholders of environmental interests, citizens’ participation
in litigation holds irreplaceable value for improving the national environmental governance system.
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This article defines the core concepts, clarifies the public interest attribute of environmental civil
public interest litigation and the essence of citizens’ plaintiff qualification—the legal status of citi-
zens to claim judicial relief as the subject of environmental public interest. Based on the theories of
environmental rights, public participation and environmental public trust, it explains the legal jus-
tification of citizens’ participation in litigation. Through a review, it is found that the current legis-
lation in China constructs “with statutory authorities and qualified social organizations as the main
body”, and has not yet clearly defined citizens’ plaintiff qualification. In judicial practice, the filing
rate of citizens’ lawsuits is extremely low, and they face difficulties such as low recognition of sub-
ject qualification and difficulty in presenting evidence. From the three dimensions of theory, reality
and system, it is argued that citizens’ participation is in line with the logic of rights relief. The re-
search holds that granting citizens’ plaintiff qualification has sufficient basis and can provide theo-
retical support and practical guidance for improving the multi-party collaborative public interest
protection system and promoting ecological civilization construction.
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