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Abstract

Based on panel data from 31 provinces in China spanning 2013 to 2023, this study employs a two-
way fixed effects model to empirically investigate the impact of adult higher education scale on re-
gional economic growth and its heterogeneity. The findings indicate that the expansion of adult
higher education significantly promotes regional real GDP growth, a result validated through ro-
bustness checks. The effects exhibit industrial and spatial heterogeneity, primarily driving the
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development of the primary and tertiary sectors, while demonstrating no significant direct impact
on the secondary industry. Quantile regression results reveal an “inverted U-shaped” non-linear
characteristic of adult higher education’s economic effects. Furthermore, the “timely support” effect
is more pronounced in regions with a lower proportion of highly educated individuals. Accordingly,
this paper proposes policy recommendations such as implementing differentiated regional support
strategies, aligning educational supply with industrial demands, and constructing a complementary
system alongside general education, with the aim of facilitating coordinated regional development
and advancing economic modernization.
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1. 5|8

TERNRG T 53— R R A RS 1 A BRI IR BT, AN 1A T O IR B 5K 5 X d 5w 4 7k
FHAZ O 513 AN ARG I DA, A5 E T 1 R0 ARG R R S [ KA
W W HCE 5 BTS20 RO N 22 6 B R T 2025 SERIATAR ¢ 2R 5 R A T R 49 B (2024~2035
) st t, MERSERASZFANIRBERR, ZrEERE LT KRR O LLS 5T
W A RS N BT R S B R EBARTE 4 IR TR B . AELL S KA T, HIRE 2 A0
RRHEEERG, —ANKIFLE DU K H XHR R A BT 7, NSRS E, M EsS
FEETHRERAFTE B BCE 9 [E [ A RIE S N A SR ZA R

RN R EAF RREREAERANELA RNy, FEmMAERRETSE, @Ed¥0 5%
HE W RIEHE RN E R B R L2, BRG] 5[ 1]. 2N DL A 20 5
ST, HX PRSI NGE. AN TR ARG AR L/ ol o G B EEEH[2]. 2R,
HEMmEAF ML, RASSHE AT BT RN, A SOk 2 58T HO00 2 T AR
NANGAL I FEMA[3] [4], SR Z 0 H 2 M IX A TG K TTHR I RGRIT . IS RN = 55 B0E 2 1 Sl fid ik
XA R, TS e A, R E PRI E . RS 20H s B 5 X I R bl EL A B st
B A HBEMAGTR GBI, 9 E K5 XA ) AR B R A B -

BT, AW B ARGV RS BB FIER O, FIH 2013~2023 FEHE 31 ANE BRI, 1
By 5 A U SN AS R SR, L 5 ONAZ AR B 1A I T DA R A I ) K] % 5 pAy A ) R
BHTRB AR G . 7EOCIERE B, AR SO IATIR AN S M S T R b BB, RN m
BRI = = E R, DOR AL IREh S G i R R AR BB, s A EEE
ik, WALERRETKIEKTFRER, BANESBEEARNRERL, =, ETHX &% nAR G
FUHEAT 2020, R30S B0 AR08 o] 5 XS EA e it N ) 58 AR A7 e A HL B

2. ERSSMRRR
2.1. RAREFHE. ANHFARRSXBEFHEK
HEHESEFHKNXARABF LA NOUE . SR AEARBEIRIEH, 2E R
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MR SRE ST, TR IRAS, IR 7 s A 2 HESh BRI 52 Brg KK Bt 5]
H(5][6]. mEBAEFENANNIBEAREREPILNA, HATRNARR] 7T Z8E. 2R, S5EEmSaE =
E SR T ARG AHEANR, RASEFLE LR AERA R, DA EEE MR
FNEZIEN, HAZCIIREE T SC57 s TR RTRTE R . SeRe T S O RY 7], WERRHLEIE, A
e SR HCR N DO B R BE A T PT REERL DU R ARt 28—, BRI, MABE NE
HRSF & R AL 5 P A AR AR A B AR SC BT B AR S RE,  REMSIRERE B R iR et 9 0, $0H 3L
Pri i, EAETTIR T HUX GDP B[], 55—, LS IENC 5T kAR . IR FRE M AR L L St
EAEMIARIR S TR T IS, A GEBE AT EMaatEsil oy G, X250 1m m gk
WS EEAEE, WIMRREHAR[1]. =, (CHEARCH 5 Bkt MAZE, Kol mzRges:
HE, REEHEOR, BrLE, BrigHESNEZT S, eSO 1A QU RPN . 5
WU, 3KV 2% SRR AT . IANEE S SE WK RIS EIRTE, FIlshil 2t S a5, TRRass
TEA A AEBI (3], FT UL BB, AW, MRNSSEHE MY, Geis A T X857 3)
TR NFTEAAN, XTI AR AR . Rk, SR Te i
i 1 EEHHAMERIEL T, RARSEHEIENT K B XIRasr K.

22. RASERES=IEN

JRN 1o S SR R TR MM AR, RN 57 A AT RE A2 B M 2 b DXIURR I & 22 5
KR BEE R IR ZI [ 1] AFPL A R BOREEE S5 N R ARSI REER . B
P B GTL, EBAUE . LA FREACH RN E RPN SO . S ERAT L R E A A
RPN AR R RIEY) o N R E BRI RGOS . SERTS WA — 2 s il T RERCA IR THAR LA B8
AL HERAO I IME A B A ROEAR[9]. 88 7 ML KA T Bt AR B BT, HAZ BT
I o7 B AR T3 e S A R I DAEBOR N 51 o RN Bae e R se il (T fext Tk e sk A
PRI TT L bR OTHERAR XS AT IR, JCHRAEAL Gt AR . 55 =R MR g A A R A,
KRS T BT ML N G T b iR Wl B R S8 2T e ST . RN RS HE IS A
SURRRIEA, UL BAR A ERTH YO &G BT TR A RARE S . DI, SR AR st

B 20 R R S5 0 RS XSk B 1 A R R b A A 7 Ml S b - R 28— 7l A 2 = 7l
TR FR 2, W5 R T REA 2 .

23. RERMSHT

HAEIFARFPABN . ASCK RS E T X AWM NI BA, BRRIA A EAR SR
RABERANTIEA[10]. BTH BN ST B 48/ NIA 55 30 I BRE S HEOR N T 2 18 (2280, $RTHEOR Y
RO JaH s R B AR ZR IS, S EOR A REVEL A 52 . RN TR A a5 A
KL, R T X IR G R RE ) oAb T AR A SRR BU 22 e, H b ai . R 512
TR T ZZ AR RE DB A1) BOR - BCREELARER IR AR, HORAYEHREGR T 5 2 TLRC A H et
ZR[12]. FEBORBEATATN I B B, BRESRTT RN I BEA IR B s AEHARBHTAN 5| 908 E R H
RS RIVEHB AREIE R A SR R T . XA BIASER R R, MR T AW S ER RR AL D JE
Pl 32 PR (R B

R 3a: PR 1R 25 20 A A X DX SR T M i 2 41 FH I 3 [X 2055 A SR KT IO SR THA7AE 3L e Jo 1

R, X E D NS RS D AR R . (R “me i MK, RS EE SR
O NI REAGE Y SR EEE AR “ kb RIE, HATFRN NN R . R
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X, FFEN TR ERE . By, @HERABE RSN &E RN RAFE—E SR
WES, HAPHKSN RS B2 EE . XA T ARG AFZREE AN B AR6
R[13]. Ht, #H LUK

R 3b: A 1S5 20 RS (1) 205 306 K 20087 52 21 1 X vy 25 00 N I o B PR S I A7 7 S 3 S e
3. TERESKEAEF
3.1. TERE

AT RREAL B SR GDP, e BR XIRE 5 e A0t , SR B X AR 7= il S b X AR 7= S E FR B0 5
2], LL2013 . R, SR FURN 55 B8 IR & PR, AR SO i — 25 X 3 88—l
SEBREGINE B b SEBR G IE RN 5 = SEBR B B R iR A e, SR & IS e S &l
WEIMEFR RO AR, DL 2013 R, AU O RS BN @SB E IS, DiEEHE AR TR
S B (G AR BRI B . ARSI AR B A A HE Il S AR UL HOROKT . BEAREEER . S E R
UM T Herr, i o 4 i 35 v 55 808 P air SR N ST RA N, DRI HLRE A, AT A R 2 it s A
TR, O AE R A S S R AR A B (S A O AT R SR AU L, Tk AR
R&D % 2 5 X A= 7= S5 W EUAE AR R E AR KPR & SIS R AT R R LRI R &5 F A
FIECE AT & 55 A R A N R AR AR & U T TR FH Hb 777 0 80— M U0 S HE 5 DX A 77 A
E I ELME A A A &

TEFEAIEREL b, 25 RS BV (T Ltk S i 2t WA X TR 2 2013~2023 4F, #F 500 378 i 4
31 ANEG . A B RIETE RS R (FESGIHHES) - #HESEE g, bR KR T4
REBEFLH 0 & CSMAR #diE e, Hoh - et 8k A CGE-BIRN DS & 8dE) B4, SRR A6 E
RITS, FEOTEERAT S BV N BR O =M, AR R 341 DATFREARE, PR AR R . AR
EAER T 1,

Table 1. Descriptive statistics of variables

= 1. TEMAMS

A A HE i /ME ION]
SLfr GDP 341 9.8602 0.9846 6.7349 11.6613
B SERR I e 341 7.1933 1.1655 43518 8.7736
B SERR I e 341 8.9579 1.0662 5.6051 10.8973
3= SERR A e 341 9.1405 0.9821 6.1930 11.0509
IDUNEIE =2 qEpsL 341 10.8607 1.0850 7.9381 12.9711
i A E FUR 341 2.9923 0.8464 0.6419 4.4668
HARKF 341 0.0109 0.0062 0.0002 0.0324
BAER 341 10.6720 0.3611 9.6014 11.4961
WEHER 341 7.5138 0.8685 5.1648 8.8639
BURFF7 341 0.2833 0.1974 0.1049 1.3262
3.2. HEEGERE

TR FT RN 5 R USRS X 0K e e B 808, Bk g T Rt X TR 3 T8, 4500 4 44 LT
S AN R A DAy e R ] U AR ) R HE AR R A S T
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Y, =a,+a X, + 2 B;Control, + year +city +¢,, (1)

o, Y, RS RSIR GDPs o BRI X, R LR RS TR, o,
RN FERE R g, R R R Control , = P2 A2 8 (Il oy S8 B0 MUBE . BRI
WAER . AN ERNBUFTH);  year Fon 0y [ E RN, [RWEZW P A FEAR AT TR R city
B E RN, SABEI A AR AL R IX R 3R ¢, , RRBENLI BN

NG PRSI AT REAEAE O S 1] PRUR A5 A ZE R IR, 25 R A% O AR B0 e B A RE M PR IS RN, &%
PR MIE14], ASCR R RSEHCE L, I E S B R BORACE . AR 557 3 B R A
Ja R NFEAERLRY, B AR

Y=oyt L _X,, +2B,L_Control, + year +city +¢,, 2)

Hep, L X, FORZ DR R BN SR A TG — 1, L Control, Fn izl R B (Il = 4 HH
ML, BRI RAER MG E R e — W], AR S FE L. il Rl s: 7 Aw iR
SRR ENE S, 2 PR TURN S B DU DA AR IROR, e an A

N

Y, =a,+a X, + Y. B,Control, + year +city + ¢, 3)
Hor, *HUEN 1. 24 3, Y, FORE—FLSCbrt e 5 re M sebriinfe . 8 == s e, H

RAERFSE E.

UbAh, AT A3 HT ON S SR RO X3 B g, PR 38 N i S A AR AN [+
AKX I 1 S v R2 0, SR Koenker A1 Bassett $2 H 437 5 51 RS 29 # RN 1 25 2808 MRS
[ 7K S DX A % 1) A KA (RS2 [ 15] 0 6T J A el A28 (1) i S 4 o7 25 ] U AR

Q(YH |X) =a, +a,X,, +2 B, Control, + year +city + &, @)

Heb, g e[0 1] Anfrnt, FRAFRDOE: (Y, | X) FRAF DA XIREF KT s HREERFSH L.
FE TR (4) e B DAy 4 T 3R PN 1o 55 280 RSN DXIRZR B OS2 MR 00, S M BEAN ] 23 B n A AL ] g R L3
JRPERFAE . Behh, AR (1) BADY K X 380 i 27 P 0 25 S5 AR A REAT Rl 7 AT S ik 23 A BTt AT (ol
ATt

4. SRS
4.1. FEHEEYT

R 2 B ILZEME Rl T S5 SRE TP, R 7 28 KRIH FA(VIR) T 2 L 2, fRIRs
W32 2 fim. VIF ISR, YWl m S8 E ME(VIF = 14.20) 555 8 B & (VIF = 11.50)/7 75 & £ & 44
PE(VIF > 10), AJBESZMALSE OLS it IR . ik, ASCRA Lasso [1VF8ET R B4 b 1 £ & L2014
)@, Lasso [RIVHZ5 341 2 Fro. tHk 2 Al WL, B8 & Lasso RES E157H OLS R M —#. $fE
Pk, WA R EERGE. MR AR, X UK OLS ikl iAo iz 2 st
LR A K

Table 2. Results of multicollinearity test and lasso regression test

= 2. ZEHLMKRICH Lasso B0 IELER

A VIF Lasso %% JEftitt OLS &3k
BN G P 7.60 0.0429 0.0554
I = A 14.20 0.4049 0.3422
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HiARKF
BARE R
HEE R

WU T

2.19
1.42

11.50
2.88

25.6220

0.0667
0.3364

—0.7053

25.9827
0.1978
0.4129

—0.8163

SR FH 2 1) 4 0 AN 48 B UL S SO AR TR, 7F 7 RN oy 58 0 A RIS DX AR 5 S L% b sy, 3
[BIRASERIE 3 Fras. 4 3 FI(D) N EE AL 5 SO\ = 58 408 M5 Sebr GDP [R5 5L, 51(2)h
SRR AT T BEAFAE A ) R R A P AR IR R, 5 A L AR BN 2R B I A S WA (R IR RN, AR T AR
iR FIDEREM, 1 5% LR 20H U R A R B 00 1E, KRB R 4 30 H IR S X
1 SEPR GDP &3 IEAHOS, B0l 1 RN RS HA AR N T AR B 22 B i S Atk P Dk Do geix—
ZURMRAER, R RO EE L, Il RS HE I BT AR 5573 BRI S
INNFEHERR AT 00T . BN AT R, AR 1%7K°F BRSO A 20 B X sk GDP &2 IEAH G, E
BRSO HE R 25 R B . 5 b, R 1 OL.

Table 3. Model estimation results

% 3. BBMHITER

A ) ) s O s O )
Sifx GDP Fafg A g F—rl Frl F=rlk
‘ 0.012%* 0.015%** 0.038** 0.008 0.024%%*
BN i SR
(2.495) (2.598) (2.291) (0.876) (3.981)
0.028 0.039 0.510%** 0.032 0.043*
3 SR
(1.253) (1.612) (6.277) (0.713) (1.936)
FAR K 7.298%** 6.898%** 6.989%** 12.048%** 6.262%%%
(10.661) (8.529) (4.632) (10.091) (6.897)
AN N 0.067%** 0.000%** —0.033* 0.109%** 0.041 %%
(7.922) (3.559) (—1.677) (7.976) (4.479)
s R 0.225%** 0.208%** —0.329%** 0.125% 0.252%**
(6.617) (5.679) (—2.900) (1.812) (7.003)
Uit —0.453%** —0.295%*%* —0.509%** —1.098 %% -0.007
(-6.718) (—4.923) (-3.700) (—6.325) (—0.093)
Gk Vel 7.284%%* 8.017%%* 8.150%** 6.842%** 6.356%**
(28.178) (29.375) (11.393) (13.544) (21.975)
B [E 5 RN F il F il el el el
BT [ ] 5 2850 Fa il il el el el
FEA & 341 310 341 341 341
R2 0.999 0.999 0.997 0.999 0.999

VE: ek owr 2 RIEEOR 1%, 5%, 10%M S EMKT, SR N zE. FTER.

DN SR BT 3t AR ) EH B e A R A DR e 4% L R L, 38— A N R S A AR S 5
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FAMESERRIE I S 5 L SEBREE B = SE PR AN E A (A5 &R [R1UR S5 R B A B (3) I F1(S) -
o, BUGYITZRTE 5% KT SN R S5 H0H U RS R 808 25 9 15, Ui B BN 4 2 U (KA R T 5
— PR, X AT RESE OO A T BEA KT s AR AR, PRI 0 BB oAR 2275 B
NHCE e AR I R o BN o 5 2R U 5 28— M SE s e B B R BN B2 (BU(4)) - Hi 51
(ST FALE 1%/K-F EN 5 B0a AU A R R 25 0 0E, BT RO o 4 208 MBI KA ) T 58 =l
K, RFERBE TS WAMARIR . BREAFFELE ST R PE . DL RS RICFUN], RN v & 2 A HAE
DA EEE 2ty B S Y NI TE il fcbeia (A SR el v 2 () R s R A b PG| 4257 A B2 TG SR - LU
BT H A =R R R, TR P B AE g EA R . R b, RS2 AL,

4.2. H—F53HR

4.2.1. FBEVSTH

IX HUE L A BB A 42 T N = S BB U AL T AN A A 5 R R KR e AR E R, oy
Bt TH T 7ESEBR GDP [ 25 360 50 430i 75 A b, RN SIS A s, BIASE R IR 4. BN
FEAERNAZE R, NI AR MR S e . B1(2) N 25 M ALRIAZE R, 18 1%K°F LA E2
HE M EH R ENIE, WIERTREACEHX BRI A0, BN ESEHE RSP K 28K
(0.019). X FREIEEN, 55501 NFTEARAF BB, PRHE i BN & 380 347 AT N 7 A
e, #Re R ARH B bR AR T R X S X R AR ACE R, B A T KA T A
F(3) 49 50 AL EIHLE R, TEAT REHEKFRIET, RARERENRECEES EARS, WEEH
UL X AL T MR, % i A A (il = S BB ) T R V). (@) 75 S ALEIASE R, 1E 1%
AP BN S E A T R BCR E N IE, EIELTF KRB EREN, WA GESEHE KRR
BFE. XEIRNLE X GG, W G NEARE . 4 E, B 3a T,

Table 4. Quantile regression results

F 4. UBEYVFER

AR Q) ) (3) 4)
FvE )1 25 434r 50 43 75 S3r
o N 0.012%* 0.019% 0.008 0.013%x
RN U AR
(2.495) (5.201) (1.512) (3.336)
o N 0.028 0.057** 0.064% 0.043%**
U T AR
(1.253) (5.654) (3.816) (3.285)
H AR KT 7.298 % 7.401 %% 7.23 7%k 6.349%**
(10.661) (14.388) (9.743) (5.954)
B E 0.067%** 0.0627%*x* 0.075%*x* 0.070%*x*
(7.922) 9.611) (7.341) 9.723)
SR 0.225%%** 0.238%** 0.240%%* 0.2] 5%
(6.617) (15.239) (6.398) (9.780)
BURT- T —0.453 %% —0.402%%* —0.373 %% —0.352%%x*
(—6.718) (-7.375) (—4.915) (—5.725)
I 7.284%%x 7.310%%* 7.276%%* 7.530%%*
(28.178) (51.780) (25.451) (45.317)
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B3 [ 58 RORL P Pl P st

s [0 1] 5 2850 | Eik | P Pt
FEAE 341 341 341 341

R?/Pseudo R? 0.999 0.984 0.981 0.981

422. RRYESH

X B SR RN S O AL 5 2 7 o LK — OGN ) AR S MR IE A I X, B BF B 7
FAE2ESE, BAGRIE 5. FIO)NEEMEREIAZE R, X B AR A Mg S e . 512) N m
D3 i EEAR 3L (= 2 0 5 HE BB R 25%) [EIAZE IR, RS S8 E AT KBRS EARE . 513)
NEEEDT A A BHIENEGE R, 1E 5%K P LR = 55 2 MU 2 O IE, BIAE &2 3 N FUAEDR A0/ 1
X, R GEEHESFEHH KRR AR 52 B RBUERK0.017), RKIGUET “Hoikr” 35, %t
TFAN BTG X, BN FERE RN —F B RIGHER AR ARG, A
WETHIA 5530 RT3 REK T, T &5 K= AR B A BRI E - B el A5 3 A
ARG, POsisE X N S BEARSEME R TR, 485, B 3b oz,

Table 5. Heterogeneity analysis by regional high-education ratio

F 5. ETHXSFERAOLEESERS RIS

A5 ) N 2 B
ka1 B A A sk )
o N 0.012%* 0.005 0.017%*
B UNEE =GP
(2.495) (0.658) (2.222)
N 0.028 -0.029 0.003
I AR E
(1.253) (-1.188) (0.133)
HAKF 7.298% %% 5.057%%* 6.930%%*
(10.661) (4.448) (5.374)
BAEE 0.067%%* 0.076%%* 0.0527% %
(7.922) (5.973) (5.507)
SEhEE 0.225% % 0.207%%%* 0.214%%*
(6.617) (3.560) (7.035)
BURT- T —0.453 %% -0.009 —0.453 %k
(-6.718) (—0.058) (-8.322)
H B 7.284 %% 7.763%*%* 7.194 %%
(28.178) (20.898) (27.524)
B [ 52 RNE Etil il Eiatill
B T[] 5 235 Etil 2l sl
FEA 341 86 255
R2/Pseudo R2 0.999 0.999 0.999
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5. GREEN

ASHITFUIE IR A 5 A OO RE RO, RGEHEEE T 2013~2023 4 b [H 44 202 BN w55
B RS X2 GEg IR S L e ik, BEEAR ML T LR SR, 5 —, MRS a0
X SEPr GDP MK B A RBRI et . £ 8 1 WAENE S s RN AR PER S0 5, 12451 ORIk
S, RUIBA S E OV EEN NI R ALTIRIE, RIS XA T KRR 5=, AR
SEHE R AT AL AR ] 32 ZE L5 — AN S =ML SEEL, T A LR AR S BN
TR, MANZE ARSI AR ST GO TR 2R, 55 A bR A R .
B, AR, RS A LG RN R B U B AR MERHIE . HAE LSRR T IX 3L
PRl s, ERAEACE X AE IR, (R Rk P IX AR A e E R b k. 550U, fEme AT
PR “ 53847 , NS E I “ TR ” OO & AR A N SRR “isal”
HWAL . XN T RN AN T R A SR IR TE B e, HRCR R A e o N ) B A
EREE

R Bikahie, NS RAN RS A E mE R, R RO IR 55 DXk R A A2
Drid RV, PRI LA BOREW . 55—, SR RS DS R 3 o X TR,
FEBNTR, REDAUR . Ryl 5 2 2 R 55 S 0T e S B R A, PSR T AT BEA, By
R X T AT RILIX, RN EE SR RSO O R, FSeE L T
Wl R A AR, MRIR A RS ARG . 88—, 51N m S 20E T ) Pl 7 SR AT 4
. S SE L B, RGP RS EER . oMK BEFRE . BTGt Sl
SER AU R R A L IRAE S IbRAE . FOR a2 L RR, BOREBRON A B, (BN
R DAL T [, S AR R mERE . RTBETERIREIITTE . STt Hoxk Tl A i) S 4 fE
LA R BN, ARYE XA S R G R E MR =, WS T8RSN
HAM 5 XIS AL GBI R AR SR o AR 2 I 30X, WA RN o 5 30 A K 2R Ak b 78 5 520
FFURE, HASOVPOESGE NI ARG D). EEmF A, A 5516wy
S A TE G, T R R RN AR AT K

SE
E I MO R AR MR B 2 B R ED). RHEEA, 2025(36): 27-29.

]
[2] AR “HrE AT RAEEEE R R EF D). b E Al RS54, 2016(1): 23-26.
[3] ZEs%, TivE. BN EEHE MG SN BLRON[T]. BURZFEZ B WA, 2025, 37(6): 42-51.
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