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Abstract

Purpose: To quantitatively analyze the academic literature in the field of rural human settlements
environment from October 2002 to October 2025, clarify the research progress, core hotspots, and
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evolutionary trends in this field, and provide theoretical references for the governance of rural hu-
man settlements environment. Method: Taking the literature themed “rural human settlements en-
vironment” from CNKI (China National Knowledge Infrastructure) as the data source, including pa-
pers from Peking University Core Journals, CSSCI source journals, and CSCD (Chinese Science Cita-
tion Database) source journals, 623 valid academic papers were selected through manual review
and screening, and CiteSpace software was used to conduct visual analysis of knowledge graphs.
Result: Research on rural human settlements environment in China shows significant regularities
in the distribution of research output quantity, the layout of core journals/authors/institutions, and
the characteristics of keyword clustering. Conclusion: The research in this field has formed a core
orientation of “integrating theoretical interpretation with practical application”, and the research
themes are gradually deepening towards rural revitalization, beautiful villages, and refined govern-
ance of living scenarios.
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Figure 1. Temporal trend of publication output
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Figure 2. Author collaboration co-occurrence network
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Figure 3. Institution collaboration co-occurrence network
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Figure 4. Keywords co-occurrence network
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Figure 5. Keywords clustering network
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Figure 6. Keywords time-zone network
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Figure 7. Keywords burst network
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