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Abstract

To reveal the deep-seated and complex causes of rural homestead disputes, this study empirically
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tests the configurational paths of dispute formation at the provincial level based on the Institutional
Analysis and Development (IAD) framework and by using the fuzzy-set Qualitative Comparative
Analysis (fsQCA) method. The results show that the emergence of homestead disputes is character-
ized by the “multiple concurrent causality”, which can be summarized into three typical paths: the
resource scarcity-driven, the transformation conflict-driven, and the multiple pressure resonance-
driven. Moreover, insufficient room for improvement in grassroots governance effectiveness is the
core restrictive factor running through all paths of dispute formation. Based on this, it is proposed
that homestead governance should break through the homogeneous policy model and implement
precise classified governance strategies according to different path mechanisms, so as to enhance
the pertinence and practical and targeted effectiveness of policy interventions.
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Figure 1. Formation mechanism of homestead disputes based on the IAD framework
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Table 1. Results of univariate necessity test
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Table 2. Configuration analysis result
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