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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the in-depth implementation of the rural revitalization strategy and the
comprehensive advancement of digital China, the digital transformation of grassroots governance
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has become an inevitable trend in promoting rural modernization. This study focuses on the core
element of digital archival management, exploring whether it can significantly enhance the level of
rural revitalization. The research treats the “Pilot Project of Archival Work Serving Rural Grassroots
Social Governance” initiated by the National Archives Administration as a quasi-natural experiment.
Based on panel data from Chinese provinces spanning 2016 to 2023, the study employs a multi-
period difference-in-differences (DID) approach to evaluate the policy’s implementation effects.
Findings reveal that the pilot of digital archival management can significantly improve the compre-
hensive level of local rural revitalization, with results remaining robust after parallel trend tests
and placebo tests. The study’s conclusions provide empirical evidence and policy references for fur-
ther deepening the digital transformation of archival work and building an “archive + governance”
empowerment system.
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Table 1. Evaluation index system for rural revitalization
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Table 2. Descriptive statistical characteristics of main variables
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Table 3. Benchmark regression results of digital archive management on rural revitalization
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Figure 1. Parallel trend test results
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Table 4. Regional heterogeneity analysis of digital archive management on rural revitalization
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