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Abstract

China’s tort liability system for damage caused by kept animals has evolved through three historical
stages—ancient embryonic period, modern transformation, and contemporary refinement—forming
a dual framework of “general liability + special liability” centered on Chapter IX of the Civil Code.
However, current legislation still suffers from numerous normative ambiguities and systemic con-
flicts in defining “kept animals”, classifying animal types, identifying liable parties, allocating im-
putation principles, and specifying grounds for liability mitigation or exemption, leading to the
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phenomenon of “divergent judgments in similar cases” in judicial practice. By reviewing the legisla-
tive evolution and current status, this paper uncovers the deep-seated dilemmas of the current sys-
tem in aspects such as liable party identification, imputation logic, and liability allocation, with the
aim of promoting the systematic construction of the tort liability system for damage caused by kept
animals.
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