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Abstract

Against the backdrop of overlapping rural revitalization and aging populations, rural elderly care
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services face structural shortages, making meal assistance a critical need for seniors. This study
examines the Happy Canteen in Feng’er Village, Conghua District, Guangzhou City, applying resource
matching and cultural network theories to analyze its operational logic within the “1234” rural so-
cial service framework. Findings reveal that this model effectively alleviates meal challenges for the
elderly through Party-building leadership, multi-stakeholder collaboration, resource integration,
and embedded familiar networks. It simultaneously reshapes rural public spaces and enhances grass-
roots governance efficiency. However, its sustainability remains challenged by high funding depend-
ency, unstable human resources, and limited service diversity. Future efforts should focus on diver-
sifying funding channels, enhancing service professionalism, and expanding multifunctional capa-
bilities to promote the localization and sustainable development of rural mutual-aid elderly care
models.
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Figure 1. The “1234” rural social service model
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Figure 2. Meal fee standards for the happiness canteen
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Figure 3. Happiness canteen carries out public welfare activity
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