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Abstract

This study aims to examine the direct impact of moral disengagement on aggressive behavior
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among junior high school students, with a particular focus on the moderating role of perceived
social support in this relationship, thereby revealing psychological protective factors influencing
aggressive behavior in this population. A questionnaire survey was administered to 612 junior high
school students. Results: (1) Moral disengagement significantly and positively predicted aggressive
behavior; (2) Perceived social support not only directly negatively predicted aggressive behavior
but also significantly moderated the relationship between moral disengagement and aggressive
behavior. (3) Simple slope analysis indicated that as perceived social support increased, the positive
predictive effect of moral disengagement on aggressive behavior gradually weakened. Conclusion:
These findings suggest that moral disengagement is a significant risk factor for aggressive behavior
among junior high school students, while perceived social support can mitigate this adverse effect.
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Table 1. A correlational analysis of moral shifting, perceived social support, and aggressive behavior among junior high school

students
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Table 2. Understanding the moderating role of social support in moral disengagement and aggressive behavior
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Table 3. Simple slope analysis
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