Advances in Social Sciences - RI2£H{ Y, 2026, 15(4), 493-502 Hans X
Published Online April 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ass
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.154334

AFERSTREBFIUATHETFLRE
W R EIRER

EALA, F &, BB

R R AR GHE BB, L8 A

Wk H . 20264F2 180 FHEM: 20264F4H20H; KA HI: 20264F4H28H

R

ANTEFHFERREBTRERNNESE, REFEASEREITHEEF, (TEUARREERLML
SESRAERARAER, RE. ARIMHET FERXREETE R TKSE, HMER. B
Wi T HEREEEE. B HBE=AROFEREFRME. HtNEREMA SR Xk, 2
ik, HEME. RN ORTRMEMR MRS . BN, RRAMBEFTEATER R EFRRT A
SR FEERR, WHERAFESBRTRENRRERMHT M. AARMIER. sz
Wi HEFERRAEBTRRPEOZERE “BHRFRERFTERTR” -

X 5in
HERRUBT, AAER, BRACER, HLESRAER, FEOLERFR

Exploring Pathways for Building
Youth-Oriented Cities from the
Perspectives of Talent Aggregation
and Sustainable Retention

Zhihan Lu, Jin Wan, Yinglu Huang

School of Economics and Management, East China Jiaotong University, Nanchang Jiangxi

Received: February 18, 2026; accepted: April 20, 2026; published: April 28, 2026

Abstract

To elucidate the intrinsic logic of youth-development-oriented city construction and facilitate the
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efficient aggregation and sustainable retention of young talent, this paper systematically reviews
the research trajectory of youth-development-oriented city development based on self-determina-
tion theory and social ecosystem theory. It delves into the characteristics of young people’s core
needs in autonomy, competence, and relatedness. Findings reveal that four interrelated urban at-
tributes—inclusivity, innovation, livability, and collaboration—collectively form the urban ecosys-
tem underpinning youth talent aggregation and retention. Meeting youth development needs re-
quires systematic responses across multiple dimensions, including institutional provision, indus-
trial support, spatial safeguards, and governance coordination. Self-determination theory and so-
cial ecological theory provide a core analytical framework for deciphering the interactive relation-
ship between youth and cities. This study clarifies that the core logic of constructing youth-oriented
cities lies in “aligning urban characteristics with youth needs”.
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