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Abstract

Grounded in conservation of resources theory, this study examined the mechanism underlying the
effect of subjective social class on generalized trust. Using a questionnaire survey with college stu-
dents, we investigated the mediating role of future time perspective and the moderating role of so-
cial mobility beliefs. Results indicated that: (1) subjective social class positively predicted generalized
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trust; (2) future time perspective mediated the relationship between subjective social class and
generalized trust; (3) social mobility beliefs moderated the effect of subjective social class on future
time perspective, such that high social mobility beliefs attenuated the class-based differences. This
study reveals the temporal-cognitive pathway through which social class influences trust and its
boundary conditions.
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Table 1. Means, standard deviations, and bivariate correlations among the variables of the study
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Table 2. Results of the moderated mediation model
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Figure 1. Moderating effect of social mobility beliefs on the relationship between subjective social class and future time
perspective

B 1. ASRESESHERLSMESRREENER X REIFTHN

HIP 1AL AR SRS E SRR, SRR RARORI RS B B 257 . =B ER
RIS A5 S K B2 TR R o st s E S5, SRR SRR 81 22 71K 7 2 5+
A 3%

Table 3. Moderated mediation analyses
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Figure 2. Conditional effect of subjective social class on future time perspective as a function of social mobility
beliefs
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