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Abstract

Against the backdrop of the digital economy becoming a new engine of global economic growth, the
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efficient circulation and compliant use of corporate data, as a key factor of production, have emerged
as critical issues for national competitiveness and industrial upgrading. China’s proposed “Three-
Rights Separation” system for data aims precisely to address the circulation challenges caused by
unclear data property rights by separating the rights to hold data resources, the rights to process
and use data, and the rights to operate data products. However, in moving from policy concept to
legal practice, the “Three-Rights Separation” framework currently faces practical problems such as
lagging legislation, inefficient rights operational mechanisms, and weak judicial protection. Focus-
ing on corporate data, this paper systematically examines the specific difficulties at three levels:
legislation and regulation, rights operation, and judicial protection. On this basis, the paper offers
an innovative reconstruction of the “Three Rights”: conceptualizing the right to hold data resources
as a fiduciary management responsibility, which naturally entails corporate obligations for compli-
ance control; defining the right to process and use data within a dynamic balance between value
creation and compliance boundaries; and characterizing the right to operate data products by the
inherent symbiosis of risk and benefit as its most essential feature. From three dimensions—con-
structing a well-tiered legal system, clarifying the boundaries and transfer mechanisms of rights
operation, and unifying judicial adjudication while strengthening enforcement—this paper pro-
poses systematic and feasible pathways for improvement. Thereby, it provides theoretical refer-
ence for the implementation of China’s corporate data property rights system and the healthy de-
velopment of the data factor market.
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