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Abstract

Grassroots self-governance vitality constitutes an important foundation for improving the effective-
ness of grassroots governance and advancing its modernization. In the face of emerging challenges,
including increasingly complex and diverse grassroots social structures and growing public de-
mand for participation in governance, how to effectively stimulate grassroots self-governance vital-
ity has become a major issue urgently requiring resolution in grassroots governance practice. This
study examines the “Five-Governance Integration” model implemented in Dongtai City, Jiangsu Prov-
ince. Drawing on theories of public participation and collaborative governance, it adopts an analyt-
ical framework of “governance platforms - operational mechanisms - self-governance vitality.” First,
Dongtai has developed a comprehensive and diversified governance system encompassing chan-
nels for expressing demands, deliberative consultation, and digital participation through initiatives
such as the “Lin Xin Qiao” Five-List Working Method, courtyard deliberation meetings, and the “Yun
Xiao Er” digital platform. It has also gradually established four operational mechanisms: organiza-
tional integration, responsiveness to public demands, consultative participation, and digital em-
powerment. Organizational integration consolidates the foundations of grassroots self-governance;
responsiveness to public demands cultivates motivation for participation; consultative participation
strengthens awareness among governance actors; and digital empowerment broadens the space for
participation. Through the combined effects of these mechanisms, grassroots self-governance vital-
ity in Dongtai has been continuously unleashed. Nevertheless, its sustained development remains
constrained by imbalances among participating actors, ineffective translation of consultative out-
comes, technological divides in digital participation, and considerable pressure on resource provi-
sion. Going forward, it is necessary to further improve the system for diverse participation, strengthen
mechanisms for translating consultative outcomes into practice, optimize the digital governance
system, and enhance resource-support capacity, thereby transforming grassroots self-governance
vitality from episodic activation to sustained and normalized development.
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Figure 1. The analytical framework of “governance platforms - operational mecha-
nisms - self-governance vitality”
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