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Abstract

The in-depth popularization of digital technologies has provided a systematic solution for the acti-
vated inheritance and value upgrading of cultural and tourism resources in ethnic minority areas,
while also reconstructing the inherent logic of cultural communication and tourism consumption.
Taking “lightweight digital empowerment” as the core theoretical perspective, this study breaks
away from reliance on high-end digital technologies and constructs a systematic analytical frame-
work of “resource digitization-product scenarization-precise communication-sustainable value re-
alization”. By combining literature research, text analysis, and case verification, it systematically ex-
plores the empowerment mechanism, practical paths, and application effects of lightweight meth-
ods such as short video platforms, simple digital tools, and new media operations in the develop-
ment and communication of Inner Mongolia’s ethnic cultural tourism resources. The research finds
that the three-dimensional path—realizing resource integration through basic digital sorting, strength-
ening cultural expression through new media content operation, and promoting experience trans-
formation through online-offline linkage—can effectively address practical dilemmas such as scat-
tered resources and inefficient communication. It promotes the transformation of ethnic cultural
tourism resources from “static precipitation” to “dynamic activation,” achieving the coordinated
improvement of cultural and economic values. The innovative value of this study lies in proposing
a low-cost digital empowerment model adapted to the constraints of capital, technology, and talent
in ethnic minority areas based on Inner Mongolia’s regional characteristics and development real-
ity, filling the gap in existing research’s insufficient attention to the application of lightweight digital
tools. The research conclusions not only enrich the theoretical achievements of the digital transfor-
mation of cultural and tourism in ethnic minority areas but also provide targeted and operable
practical guidance for the high-quality development of Inner Mongolia’s cultural and tourism indus-
try, the living inheritance of ethnic culture, and the consolidation of the consciousness of the Chi-
nese nation community.
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Table 1. Lightweight digital enabling coding table for the development and promotion of Inner Mongolia’s ethnic cultural
tourism resources (Excerpt)
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