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Abstract

As anew stage defined by data elements, algorithmic drive, and platform monopoly, digital capitalism
constitutes a contemporary arena for testing the explanatory power of historical materialism and
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the theory of surplus value. Grounded in the methodological unity of these two theoretical frame-
worKks, this paper systematically analyzes the political-economic essence of the digital labor process,
data commodification, and platform capital accumulation, following the logical thread of “real indi-
viduals-material production-commodities”. The analysis reveals that digital technology has not al-
tered the fundamental relations of production under capitalist private ownership; the source of
value remains living labor organized by capital. The central contradiction lies in the tension be-
tween socialized digital productive forces and the private appropriation of data. From this perspec-
tive, historical materialism deepens into a scientific exposition of the contradictory movements
within digital society, while the theory of surplus value evolves into a penetrating analysis of the
mechanisms of concealed exploitation and the logic of value distribution. Their mutual corrobora-
tion further elucidates the institutional roots of digital alienation.
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