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Abstract

Against the backdrop of China’s deepening population aging, the contradiction between life autonomy
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and safety protection for elderly people living alone has become increasingly prominent. Drawing
on a typical case in W Community, where the electric wheelchair of an 87-year-old elderly resident
living alone was deliberately damaged by his adult children, this study employs the four principles
of biomedical ethics, critical theory of paternalism, and the capability approach to analyze the case
from four aspects: the autonomy of older adults, the reasonable limits of family protective interven-
tion, the preservation of dignity, and the boundaries of community involvement. The findings reveal
clear conflicts among the elderly individual, family members, and community workers regarding
autonomy, safety, and accountability. The “well-intentioned control” embedded in family caregiving
constitutes a noticeable weakening of the older adult’s agency, while the community faces a dilemma
between institutional mandate and practical response. Based on these findings, this paper proposes
intervention strategies in five respects: respecting and supporting the autonomy of older adults,
establishing family care negotiation mechanisms, clarifying the boundaries of community service
responsibilities, promoting age-friendly environmental improvements, and strengthening social
support networks.
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2. WHkLRiR SIR I EAL
2.1. ZFABERBARBKE

ZHENE EPRZEFA 2 TAEMAEMSE A% OB . Beauchamp 1 Childress £ (AW 2E1GEE
RN o RGE A T H 3R W (respect for autonomy) A5 3 Ml (nonmaleficence) 173 i Il (beneficence)
A2 TEJE U Gustice), A4 B HRIFAG B /3B (U FEAKEZL[S]. Horr, B EJFEBREG1T e 1 AMEA BUK YR
H S A EA e , iR DL T JE AR L 3%, SO 2 N RS B R4t 1 H R K

WEEFEH, Bl S B RR LA DS T ke B F e U PRI R B, $5 2 AN B ERE
B I TEEPTER 6], FLEBMAL S TARCEAM BRI T % 3 A R E N S BB R Z R & [4]. B
B FUN T PGB E 2 NS00, #8152 35 1 LI ) T I ) i PR A SO R B A [ 7] IXLERIE 52N
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2.4. BB FEIEABEHEILIES

Sen 1 Nussbaum #2 H [ /15 1%(Capability Approach) A& iR AL ARG 7 T H, GErikx
AR M A PSR SR, TR “SERRE BRSO A7 FIEE[14] [15]. fEZFERPIERT,
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BEERIETAEX TAEN AR i N A . =, HXEEME, Sl ADaii8dE. REms
TARIE .
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