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Abstract

Community governance is an essential foundational unit of national governance and an important
component of research on grassroots governance systems. In the process of community governance,
residents are an indispensable core element, playing a crucial role. Resident participation, as a key
aspect of modernizing community governance, is also a critical support for solidifying the foundations
of grassroots social governance and building a collaborative, co-governed, and shared social governance
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framework. This paper, based on the perspective of social capital theory, analyzes the current practi-
cal challenges of resident participation in community governance through three core dimensions: so-
cial trust, normative systems, and relational networks. It explores the impact mechanisms of social
capital on resident participation behavior, and then proposes practical paths to optimize resident par-
ticipation in community governance, such as fostering social trust, improving participation norms,
and establishing diverse relational networks. The aim is to enhance resident participation in commu-
nity governance and promote the development of community governance.
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