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Abstract

To clarify the research context and development characteristics of undergraduate digital literacy in
China, and to provide a reference for subsequent research in this field and the practice of under-
graduate digital literacy cultivation, this study uses Excel and CiteSpace6.3.R1 software to explore
the research development trend of this field from 2016 to 2025. The findings are as follows: 1) The
number of publications on undergraduate digital literacy in China from 2016 to 2025 shows a
phased fluctuation characteristic of first decreasing, then increasing, and then falling back. 2) The
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academic cooperation network in this field is highly sparse, with scattered research forces and
weak inter-institutional and inter-regional coordination. A close academic community focusing on
undergraduate groups has not yet been formed. 3) Research hotspots have gradually evolved over
time, from initially focusing on the impact of digital media carriers on undergraduates, to exploring
the integration of media and education and countermeasures for literacy improvement in the mid-
dle period, and currently forming core research directions around the dimensions of undergradu-
ate information literacy, digital technology application, and digital competence cultivation with dig-
ital literacy as the core. The research is increasingly aligned with the growth and cultivation needs
of undergraduates.
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Figure 1. Change chart of publication volume from 2016 to 2025
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Figure 2. Collaboration map between authors and institutions
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Figure 3. Keyword clustering diagram
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Figure 4. Time series evolution diagram of keywords related to undergraduate digital literacy
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