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Abstract

Digital governance serves as the core engine advancing the modernization of rural grassroots govern-
ance. Under the coordinated advancement of the digital countryside and rural revitalization strate-
gies, digital technologies promote the transformation of rural governance from experience-led to
data-driven and from one-way administration to pluralistic co-governance through data integration,
process reengineering, multi-subject collaboration and targeted services. From the perspective of
technological sociology, this paper selects two national-level digital countryside pilot sites, namely
Anji in Zhejiang and Shaoshan in Hunan. Based on first-hand data obtained through field research and
in-depth interviews, it focuses on two pivotal conflicts: the collision between technological rationality
and local rural logic, and the tension between digital surveillance and villagers’ privacy rights, and
further explores their socio-cultural, political and economic root causes. The research reveals that
current digital governance still faces practical obstacles including barriers to data integration, dual
shortcomings in digital infrastructure and public digital literacy, insufficient long-term operation
of governance platforms, disconnection between technological empowerment and institutional re-
form, and prominent digital formalism. Accordingly, this paper defines five responsible subjects in-
cluding the central government, local governments, village collectives, enterprises and villagers,
and puts forward targeted and operable optimization paths for developed villages, ordinary villages
and underdeveloped villages respectively, aiming to provide theoretical support and practical ref-
erence for in-depth empowerment of rural grassroots governance modernization through digital
governance.
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