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Abstract

Improving the rural living environment is an important measure for enhancing the quality of life of
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rural residents, promoting the sustainable development of the rural ecology, and advancing the re-
finement of primary-level governance. In the continuous advancement of rural environmental gov-
ernance, China has achieved phased results in rural waste management, sewage treatment, toilet ren-
ovation, and village appearance improvement, with the overall rural environment significantly im-
proved. However, in the long-term operation, rural living environment governance still faces promi-
nent problems such as insufficient funding supply, low resident participation, homogeneous govern-
ance models, and inadequate facility management mechanisms. Based on the theory of collective ac-
tion dilemma as the core analytical framework, this paper conducts an in-depth case study of two rep-
resentative villages, collects first-hand data through field observation, in-depth interviews, and ques-
tionnaire surveys, and systematically analyzes the deep-seated causes of insufficient participation,
weak management, and single models in environmental governance. The study finds that insufficient
villagers’ participation mainly stems from the imbalance of cost and benefit, high supervision costs,
and the prevalence of free-riding behavior in collective action. On this basis, this paper constructs dif-
ferentiated governance paths, a stepwise payment mechanism, a diversified funding guarantee model,
and a whole-process management system, and puts forward more operable long-term governance
countermeasures. The study also sorts out high-level research findings in related fields in the past five
years, clarifies the marginal contributions of this paper, and aims to provide theoretical references
and practical plans for improving the sustainability of rural living environment governance and pro-
moting the regular operation of the governance system.
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