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Abstract

Against the backdrop of globalization and civilizational mutual learning, the international commu-
nication of paper-cut art has advanced from traditional “symbol export” to a higher stage of “value
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empathy”. However, existing communication paths have long been plagued by a structural dilemma:
sufficient superficial cognition but inadequate in-depth identification. Prominent issues, such as
symbolic display and alienated grand narratives, essentially result from the dual misalignment be-
tween the communication paradigm, the laws of cross-cultural communication, and the essential
attributes of paper-cut art, which hinders overseas audiences’ cognitive transition from “under-
standing” to “empathy”. Based on cross-cultural empathy theory, micro-narrative theory, and criti-
cal communication theory, this paper systematically criticizes the inherent limitations of the cur-
rent communication mode, clarifies the paradigm transformation logic of “cognitive transmission-
empathy co-construction”, and constructs a four-level progressive communication path: emotional
arousal, cognitive integration, meaning symbiosis, and value resonance. This study aims to break
down cultural discounts and cognitive barriers in cross-cultural communication, providing solid
theoretical reference and operable practical support for the international dissemination of China’s
intangible cultural heritage.
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