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Abstract
As a key initiative to promote high-quality economic development, open government data has drawn
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increasing attention regarding its role in fostering new quality productive forces. This paper takes the
launch of provincial open government data platforms as a quasi-natural experiment and employs a
double machine learning model to evaluate the policy impact of provincial-level open government
data on the formation of new quality productive forces, as well as the underlying mechanisms. The
findings are as follows: (1) Open government data significantly promotes the formation of new quality
productive forces, with an effect size of 1.3%. (2) It facilitates the development of new quality produc-
tive forces through three channels: industrial structure optimization, digital economy development,
and technological innovation. (3) The policy effect is more pronounced in eastern regions and the
Yangtze River Economic Belt, while it is relatively weaker in central and western regions and non-
Yangtze River Economic Belt areas. Moreover, at the prefecture-level city level, the effect is attenuated
due to insufficient resources and technological capabilities.
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