Advances in Social Sciences &£ H WS, 2026, 15(7), 724-732 Hans X
Published Online July 2026 in Hans. https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ass
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.157621

BKEFEhhmigmlES A T easEtatE ik h

—&TORBENAFHARER

#F9%
POBURHEOR 2 Oy o J A S Be, WL i

ks H . 202645 H14H; FHHEM: 20264F7H23H; kA HM: 20264F7431H

H E

LTREFH AT ERERREVAERVAES SWVHTRHERNTFESS, HRAEENREE.
N E DT BHE AR R SHENERA DER RO TR, BRABIGAFEM AR, MZFERE
FRIZES BT ARG R, BIRRIN, RARRERATRPLEEIR SRRV R SRR,
RESNFH I TREWHRZ RN EZZNE; BRAABFEE TIHLTR, SERERWAERN
BERMXERAL, TR AP RANE, WME T AL famsk. XMER
HECHFIRS SN BB, RS WHRHEPRBEMERAG N BRI, BHIITRMET
FABEMBTFHER. BT, XERY, ZBEZTFERLELREN BXHEHRENZCEE. Bt
MBI EETAE. BERBUFRIRSGR, WRERRRERRNT SIIHESGR, KIFITH
GRS EER .

XKigid

BARR, MExIRAD, Bk, AR, ftHRHER

The Structural Tension between
Employment Difficulties and
Labor Shortages in China’s
Labor Market

—Based on Marx’s Theory of Capital Accumulation

Ziqi Hua
School of Marxism, Wuhan University of Science and Technology, Wuhan Hubei
Received: May 14, 2026; accepted: July 23, 2026; published: July 31, 2026

XESIM: ETHE. RE a5 A LRSS K D). SRR, 2026, 15(7): 724-732.
DOI: 10.12677/ass.2026.157621


https://www.hanspub.org/journal/ass
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.157621
https://doi.org/10.12677/ass.2026.157621
https://www.hanspub.org/

Abstract

Currently, China’s labor market features a paradox: college graduates face employment difficulties
while enterprises suffer from labor shortages, which has become a prominent livelihood issue. Adopt-
ing the political economy research paradigm and taking Marx’s theory of capital accumulation and
relative surplus population as core analytical tools, this paper systematically expounds the generative
logic and underlying causes of this contradiction. The study finds that capital accumulation-driven
industrial upgrading and the rising organic composition of capital are core drivers of profound re-
structuring in labor demand. The lag of higher education talent cultivation behind practical demands
renders many graduates a potential relative surplus population, while insufficient corporate invest-
ment in the reproduction of skilled labor power further exacerbates skilled worker shortages. This
supply-demand mismatch is not an aggregate labor imbalance, but a phased manifestation of struc-
tural maladaptation amid industrial transformation, stemming from a disconnect between labor de-
mand and supply. Accordingly, the paper argues that alleviating the contradiction must proceed from
actual conditions: advancing education supply-side reforms, strengthening enterprises’ primary re-
sponsibility for training, and improving the government’s employment service system, so as to build
a labor reproduction system compatible with high-quality development and achieve structural adap-
tation between labor supply and demand.
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