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Abstract

Residents’ participation constitutes the linchpin for old communities to boost the effectiveness of
community governance, while the stock of social capital exerts an impact on residents’ participation
levels and governance outcomes. Taking the “One Community, One Brand” renewal projects across
19 old communities under XF Subdistrict as fieldwork cases, this study adopts qualitative research
methods including semi-structured interviews, field observations, and archival document analysis.
It finds that the sampled communities suffer from three prominent problems: loosely structured
networks of structural social capital, insufficient trust embedded in relational social capital, and a
lack of shared norms within cognitive social capital. These three interrelated issues form a vicious
cycle, leaving residents trapped in practical predicaments in community governance: difficult inter-
est coordination, low willingness to participate, and inadequate participation channels. To address
these dilemmas, this study proposes a systematic framework to stimulate resident participation:
cultivating structural social capital by reconstructing diversified participation networks, consoli-
dating relational social capital through building multi-layered trust systems, and perfecting cogni-
tive social capital by forging shared norms and values. These measures jointly serve to mobilize
residents’ enthusiasm for participation and improve the overall efficiency of community govern-
ance.
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R SRAL TS5, RAMGLEAGRS SHA, AR TARES 55071, AT FR B
ARRAFAT = SRR 5, BB S, AWML IR X B AORISIE “ S HEsh=
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PGS, TR EN BT RKTES), s E REFR KR, SCEEXERIFEERZ IR . &
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