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Abstract

In the capitalist era, technology acts not only as an accelerator of alienation but also as a potential
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medium harboring emancipatory paths. Employing a dual perspective of the Marxist theory of al-
ienated labor and the Heideggerian critique of technology, this paper elucidates the contradictory
nature of design within the mechanism of capital accumulation: through the symbolic encoding of
commodity fetishism and algorithmic enframing (Gestell), design alienates humans into mere ap-
pendages of capital expansion; concurrently, however, the inherent dialectics of design provides a
critical juncture for reconstructing a “truly human world.” According to the Marxist theory of alien-
ated labor, alienation within the realm of design manifests in four dimensions: the estrangement of
the worker from the product of labor, the alienation of the design process itself, the alienation of
man from man, and the estrangement from the human species-being (Gattungswesen). On an onto-
logical level, Heidegger reveals that modern design, operating through technological enframing, re-
duces the world to calculable “standing-reserve” (Bestand), thereby concealing the authentic being-
with (Mitsein) of existence. The critiques of both thinkers converge at the core contradiction of dig-
ital capitalism: technology simultaneously serves capital accumulation while harboring the poten-
tial for its own self-negation. The construction of paths toward de-alienation must unfold across
three dimensions: reconstructing the relationship between humans and the world, initiating a prac-
tical turn toward the disenchantment of technology, and achieving the dialectical unity between the
realm of free creation and the dwelling practices of “slow design.” Ultimately, this enables technol-
ogy to return to being a mode of revealing (Poiesis) the world, allows labor to truly become a free
and conscious mode of human existence, and ensures that humans can once again dwell poetically
upon the earth.
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