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Abstract

The quality of life-oriented context design in junior high school English textbooks exerts a direct
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impact on students’ language application competence and comprehensive language development.
Grounded in Grant’s textbook evaluation philosophy—namely goal orientation, learner adaptability
and teaching adaptability—this study takes three widely-used junior high school English textbook se-
ries (PEP edition, FLTRP edition, and Shanghai Education edition) as research objects. Adopting liter-
ature review, content analysis and case study methods, this paper explores the current status, ex-
isting problems and optimization paths of life-oriented context design in textbooks. The findings
reveal that current textbook context design generally suffers from insufficient relevance to real life,
superficial cultural integration, and vague competence orientation. The “three-dimension, six-indi-
cator” evaluation system derived from Grant’s philosophy can effectively assess the quality of con-
text design. The conclusions can provide theoretical basis and practical references for textbook
compilation, revision and teaching practice.
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